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The work is aimed at studying the current attitude towards the ageing person by the generation of 
“digital childhood” in comparison with the expectations of representatives of the late-age generation. We 
assumed that, against the background of modern transformations of intergenerational traditions, we can 
expect descendants to recognize the preservation of the standard of ancestral behavior. 284 residents of 
Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky were surveyed: 40 respondents from 57 to 80 years old and 122 child-parent 
dyads (children from 8,2 to 9.6 years old, parents from 27 to 61 years old). At the first stage, data were 
obtained from parents using the author's questionnaire allowing them to present their opinion about 
the real state of the relationship between children and their grandparents and the importance of (non-)
participation of grandparents in the upbringing of their grandchildren. At the second stage, the analysis 
of the interviews in the focus groups of schoolchildren and a gerontological sample concretized attitudes 
towards a person of senior age and allowed independent experts to identify relevant categories (based 
on content analysis). At the third stage, options for reflecting the (non-)consent of the older generation 
with children's judgments were investigated. The results were evaluated on the Likert scale. It is shown 
that, despite the significant choice of children's attitude as condescending compassion, in the range of 
consent of the expected attitude, children's variants of continuity of preserving the experience of obliga-
tory and valuable behavior of the grandparents are presented. The data obtained emphasize the problem 
of recognizing the uniqueness of the experience of each generational group as a source of generational 
solidarity and the basis of cultural adaptation to age.
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Introduction

The peculiarities of relationship between ancestors 
and descendants have always been and remain one of the 
topical research problems of psychological science. It is 
known that human society exists and develops thanks to 
the interaction of generations. It is safe to say that human 
civilization has survived largely due to the possibility of 
passing on to new generations the experience accumu-
lated by previous generations, thereby simultaneously 
ensuring the implementation of opportunities and tra-
ditions of the social community. The continuum of this 
construct is in demand both in the process of functioning 
of everyday life needs and in the reconstruction of the ac-
cumulated experience of the previous generation to sup-
port and build up a new layer of ways of interconnection 
with rising descendants. In different epochs, the nature 

of relationship between ancestors and descendants was 
determined by the specificity of society’s development.

Today the world is rapidly changing, representing 
the lives of contemporaries in a highly accelerated pace 
and radical socio-economic and cultural transformation 
of society (globalisation, digital informatisation, etc.).

The present reality also demonstrates qualitative 
changes in the demographic structure: increase in life 
expectancy, changes in the boundaries and ratios of age 
groups, emergence of new age stages — “digital child-
hood”, entering adulthood, increase in the stage of pro-
ductive professional activity, as well as the emergence of 
productive post-professional life [1; 21; 23]. According 
to demographic data, today’s Russia is characterized by 
three or often four generations (children — parents — 
grandparents — great-grandparents). We agree with the 
researchers who suggest that modern intergenerational 
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Работа направлена на изучение актуального отношения  к стареющему человеку у поколения 
«цифрового детства» в сопоставлении с ожиданиями представителей поколения позднего возрас-
та. Мы предположили, что, на фоне современных трансформаций межпоколенных традиций, можно 
ожидать признания потомками сохранение эталона поведения предков. Обследованы 284 жителей 
г. Петропавловск-Камчатский: 40 респондентов от 57 до 80 лет и 122 детско-родительских диад (дети 
от 8,2 до 9,6 лет, родители — от 27 до 61 года). На первом этапе у родителей с помощью авторской 
анкеты были получены данные, позволяющие представить их мнение о реальном состоянии взаимо-
отношений детей с прародителями и важности (не)участия бабушек/дедушек в воспитании внуков. 
На втором этапе анализ интервью в фокус-группах школьников и геронтологической выборке кон-
кретизировал отношения к человеку позднего возраста и позволил независимым экспертам выде-
лить релевантные категории (на основе контент-анализа). На третьем этапе исследовались варианты 
отражения(не)согласия старшего поколения с детскими суждениями. Результаты оценивались по 
шкале Лайкерта. Показано, что, несмотря на значимый выбор детского отношения как нейтрально-
снисходительного сострадания, в диапазоне согласия ожидаемого отношения представлены детские 
варианты преемственности сохранения опыта обязательного и ценного поведения прародителей. По-
лученные данные акцентируют проблему признания уникальности опыта каждой поколенной груп-
пы как источника солидарности поколений и основы культурной адаптации к возрасту.
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Respect for parents and elders is the basis of humanitarianism
Confucius

Be careful with children! One day they will rule the world! 
A. Brilliant
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relations are a wide layer of interactions determined by 
the features of generational identity (perceptions, val-
ues, orientation, etc.) [22].

It is especially important in a situation when “hu-
manity has to adapt forcibly to the new world which is 
transformed before our eyes from vertical to horizontal” 
where the normative model of a clear opposition between 
“digital childhood as a special historical type of child-
hood” [18, p. 71—72] and adulthood as a standard, “an 
image of its necessary future” [15, p. 5] is weakening. In 
addition, it is important to note that today information 
and computer technologies are able to act as an agent of 
child socialization, which, in fact, is a serious competi-
tion to the institutions of socialization [17; 18; 19].

It is a fact that an adult is no longer a unique bearer of 
culture, the intensity of the child’s communication with 
adults and with other children is decreasing, and the ef-
ficiency of traditional practices of care and education is 
becoming ambiguous.

These days there has also been a radical new “discov-
ery” of gerontogenesis, the shift from an image of old age 
as a time of dependence and decline to the concept of 
active ageing, which is certainly a significant cultural 
change [3]. In the literature, we can more often find ver-
sions of the representation of ageing in the concept of 
“successful old age” and the “paradox” of modern old age: 
with increasing age subjective well-being can be main-
tained and/or even improved [12; 37; 38; 39].

However, it should be noted that against the back-
ground of the triumph of prosperous and productive old 
age that undoubtedly takes into account a special na-
ture of long life, the issue of late age negative and rigid 
stereotypes influence, that, on the one hand, trigger the 
formation of destructive, dependency-passive behavioral 
constructs of the ageing person, and on the other hand, 
the discriminatory neglect of the older generation by the 
younger ones, still remains highly topical [7; 10; 35]. The 
presented realities significantly reduce the value basis 
of intergenerational relations, and contribute to an in-
crease in the distance between the generational cohorts.

At the same time, a number of researches of the 
younger generation’s perceptions of ageing indicate that 
the images of ageing and old age that lay the foundation 
for their own ways of ageing and their likely attitudes 
towards the older generation are initially based on early 
personal experiences of interaction with their grandpar-
ents [21; 30; 40]. Stereotypes about the ageing process 
and older people in particular are internalized through-
out life in two fundamental ways: top-down (from so-
ciety to individuals) and over time (from childhood to 
old age) [34]. As people are getting older, stereotypes 
learned in childhood and adulthood tend to eventually 
turn into “self-stereotypes”, which often lead to negative 
consequences for older people [33].

We support the view of some researchers that inter-
generational interaction and intergenerational solidarity 
plays an important role in the psychological well-being 
of both older people and the younger generation [24].

This brief overview makes it clear that it is important 
and essential to research the specificity of the relation-
ship between ancestors and descendants in the context 
of contemporary reality.

This fact gives a reason to formulate the aims of the 
research:

— to analyse the potential experiences of (im)possi-
ble interactions between junior schoolchildren and older 
relatives;

— to explore, on the one hand, the current attitudes 
of younger school-age children towards the ageing per-
son and, on the other hand, the expected attitudes of the 
older generation towards them.

Based on the approaches described, we hypothesize 
that despite the transformation of traditional forms of 
intergenerational interaction and rapid contemporary 
changes in the socio-cultural context of intergeneration-
al life, we can expect the preservation of ancestral coping 
behaviour, which is valued by descendants as the most 
valuable and compulsory experience.

Research Organization and Methodology

The total sample of the research included 284 respon-
dents: 122 child-parent couples and 40 participants aged 
between 57 and 80.

The child sample consisted of 122 primary school 
children aged between 8,2 and 9,6 years (52,5% of girls 
and 47,5% of boys).

The parental group (84,4% of mothers and 15,6% of 
fathers) consisted of respondents aged 27 to 61: (42,6% — 
aged 27—35 years; 53,4% — aged 36—61 years). 52,5 % 
of the respondents had higher education, 25,5% of the 
group had secondary professional education, and 31,9% 
had secondary education. 77,9% of parents informed 
that they had two-parent families.

Written consent was obtained from the parents for 
each underage respondent to participate voluntarily in 
the study. All of the schoolchildren surveyed did not 
have any serious illnesses, socialization difficulties or 
problems in cognitive development.

The sample of older respondents consisted of regular 
gerontological art group participants aged 57 to 80 years: 
47,5% — aged 57—65 years; 45% — aged 66—75 years; 
and 7,5% — aged 76—80 years. Among them, 70% were 
females and 30% were males; 25% were married, 12,5% 
were divorced, and 62,5% were widows and widowers. 
Among the respondents, 22,5% had a higher education, 
and 77,5% had secondary and secondary professional 
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education. A total of 47,5% did not work. 17,5% of the 
respondents lived together with children and/or grand-
children and provided much of the childcare, 57,5%lived 
separately but communicated and provided occasional 
help; 25%lived separately but had very limited commu-
nication and assistance in the upbringing of their heirs.

An ethical agreement was also signed by the adult 
participants to make the results of the study available to 
the professional community.

The research included several stages.
The first stage was conducted as part of the prepara-

tion for the “International Day for Older Persons”, we 
used the following methods:

— questionnaire survey of parents. The questionnaire 
included both standard questions about the socio-de-
mographic characteristics of the participating parents 
and all grandparents representing the schoolchildren’s 
family, and a number of questions clarifying the extent 
to which parents used support from grandparents to 
care/raise their grandchildren; information about the 
children’s availability of communication / absence of 
communication with their grandparents; and questions 
aimed at collecting data on parents’ opinions about the 
importance of (non)participation of the older generation 
in raising their descendants. It was anticipated that the 
questionnaire data would provide information about the 
potential experiences of (im)possible interactions be-
tween the participating schoolchildren and older gener-
ation relatives.— focus group interviews were conducted 
with 10-12 participants in each of the child and geronto-
logical samples. Data was collected from students at gen-
eral education schools in Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky, 
and at the experimental site of the Vitus Bering State 
University Centre for Personal Development and Psy-
chological and Pedagogical Assistance to the Population 
for the cohort of older participants.

The moderators were graduate students of the Fac-
ulty for Psychology and Pedagogy at Vitus Bering Ka-
mchatka State University (n=26, aged 21—24). The 
interviewees were asked the following questions: “How, 
in your opinion, is it important/necessary/acceptable 
to treat the elderly and the old?”. They were asked to 
list the possible options. In the subsequent group discus-
sion, answers to the clarifying questions were discussed 
(e.g. “Why do they think so?”, “How can they explain/
describe their attitudes?”).

The research objective of the second stage was to ask 
independent experts to analyze the responses from the fo-
cus groups. Data processing was carried out with the use of 
conventional content analysis (summarizing the respons-
es, identifying quantitative categories and compiling a 
relevant list of “attitudes towards an ageing person”) [15].
The coding of categories was carried out by the authors 
together with the experts during the group discussion.

The role of experts was performed by extramural stu-
dents of the Faculty for Psychology and Pedagogy of 
Vitus BeringKamchatka State University, receiving a 
second higher education (n = 25, aged 18 to 47).

At the third stage, older respondents (n=26, aged 65 to 
72) were asked to express their (dis)agreement with the 
children’s judgments of dominant attitudes towards the 
ageing person. Responses were asked to be rated on a Lik-
ert scale ranging from -3 to +3, where 3 indicates strongly 
agree, 2 — rather agree, 1 — partly agree, 0 — it is diffi-
cult to say whether agree or disagree, -1 — partly disagree, 
-2 — rather disagree, -3 — strongly disagree. Judgments 
with a mean score of -3 to -1 were rated as reflecting dis-
agreement, those with a score of +1 to +3 as agreeing and 
a score of < -0.99 to +0.99 were categorized as neutral. A 
mean score was calculated for each component.

Descriptive statistics, Fisher’s transformation test 
(φ) and Pearson’s chi-squared test (χ2) were used for 
statistical analysis of the data.

Results of the Research

Analysis of the socio-demographic characteristics of the 
elderly respondents shows that grandmothers (average age 
58) with higher or specialized education are significantly 
more prevalent among the grandparents (Table 1).

There is a noteworthy fact of continued employment 
for most of the studied cohort with the status of a pension-
er. It is important to note that the residents of the Kam-
chatka peninsula belong to the preferential categories of 
establishing retirement pension — 51 years and 6 months 
for women and 56 years and 6 months for men, respective-
ly [14]. At the same time, an analysis of the literature cap-
tures evidence that it is the status of official pensioner that 
often acts as a trigger for “rapprochement” with the grand-
children. Some researchers present data showing that it 
is grandmothers under 65 years old who combine the op-
portunity and need to interact with their grandchildren 
up to the age of 10 or 12 years, which actually reinforces 
the above-mentioned reflections [4; 9].We believe that 
arguments about the existing need of an ageing person to 
receive both pension benefits and wages and/or the im-
portance of maintaining employment in order to maintain 
quality of life, activity and autonomy independently, can 
be presented as an explanation of the above contradictions 
or, rather, as a trend towards them [2]. At the moment, 
quite often this situation is not an alternative one.

A significantly higher proportion of parents (p ≤0.05) 
identified the employment of the older generation, the 
living of grandparents in remote, inaccessible and often 
informationally isolated locations as a negative region-
specific factor limiting communication with grandchil-
dren (Figure 1).
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Next, let us analyze other data from the parents’ ques-
tionnaire. We used the objective data from individual au-

thors in the analysis of the parent questionnaire, confirm-
ing the fact that the features of “older and younger parents” 

Fig. 1. Comparison of the frequency of choices and the format of children’s (non)communication with their grandparents

 

COMMUNICATION OF MY MUNUU INN CACC TITT ON OF
CHILD WITH CHCC IHH LII D WIWW THTT

GRANDPARENTS AND GRARR NDPAPP RENEE TSTT AND
GREATGRANDPARENTS

56,6 %   56,6 6 %
Insufficient

*******************************

29,5%  29,9 5%
Sufficient

*******************************
13,9 % 13,3 9 %
Absent

*******************************
000 %%%%% ––– Unnecessary
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T a b l e  1
Social and Demographic Characteristics of the Older Generation (N=395)

Parameters
Representativeness of grandparents, %

Fisher’s criterion
φ emp.

Grandmothers
64,3%

Grandfathers
35,7%

5,51
 p≤0,01

Age range
Aged 46—55 37,4 27,6 2,16

p ≤0,05
Aged 56—75 48,0 58,2 1,95

p ≤0,05
Aged 76 and older 14,6 14,2 0,13

Level of education
Incomplete secondary education 1,6 2,1 0,26
General secondary education 20,5 31,2 2,31

p≤0,01
Specialized secondary education 35,8 32,6 0,65
Higher education 42,1 34,1 1,67

p ≤0,05
Marital status

Married 30,3 39,7 2,35
p≤0,01

Divorced 46,7 47,5 0,15
Widow(er) 22,9 12,8 2,52

p≤0,01
Social status

Employed 64,5 54,6 1,91
Not working 35,5 45,4 1,9
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interactions concerning matters of support and care for 
children depend largely on the type of household [26].

Our study showed that a higher percentage (p≤0.01) 
of parental choices indicated a trend towards low level of 
grandparents’ involvement in helping and accompanying 
their grandchildren during their childhood (Figure 2).

At the same time, parents show significantly more fre-
quent choices (p≤0.05) of their responses confirming their 
beliefs that it is better for grandparents to have limited and/
or no involvement in their grandchildren’s upbringing.

Thus, the information obtained from the question-
naire data indicates a certain deficit in the potential 
experience of (im)possible interaction between junior 
schoolchildren and relatives of the older generation. 
Unfortunately, our results coincide with the Russian de-
mographic trends of recent years, which gives a reason 
to speculate about the weakening of intergenerational 
exchange [6]. Probably, this fact may also indicate the 
transformation of traditional forms of intergenerational 
interaction. As a supporting illustration of our data, we 
can refer to modern publicity, where the facts of increas-
ing demonstration of modern Russian grandparents as 
“realities of the modern norm” of the role of the “visiting 
governor or governess” and sporadic recreational activ-
ity, combined with material support of grandchildren are 
increasingly discussed [26, р. 44].

Let us further analyze the results of the focus group 
interviews1 with children and older respondents.

On the basis of semantic similarity, the experts iden-
tified the categories of “attitudes towards the elderly and 
the old” from the total number of responses (162 young-
er schoolchildren and 128 older respondents) (Table 2).

A comparative analysis of category representation 
shows group specificity: respondents of primary school 
age voiced their attitude towards the older generation 
in the sequence “pity — respect” significantly more of-
ten (p≤0.01), and in the older age cohort it was “under-
stand — respect”.

In addition, the categories “understand” and “hon-
our” were found to be irrelevant in the children’s sample, 
and several pupils (their answers are categorized as “do 
not know”) were unable to describe their attitudes to the 
older person at all. The following arguments were pre-
sented as explanations by pupils: lack of personal experi-
ence of interaction with the older generation; not under-
standing (not accepting) the difference between older 
adults and “other adults”; unattractiveness, boredom 
and low value of the discussion.

The next step was to carry out a qualitative analysis 
of the dominant relational categories: for the group of 
primary school children it was the “pity” category (df= 
150, p≤0,01) and in the sample of older generation — the 

Fig. 2. Comparison of the frequency of selection of family types by degree of use of the grandparents’ care/upbringing support
 

PARTICIPATION OF 
GRANDPARENTS IN THEIR 

GRANDCHILDREN’S 
UPBRINGING

___________________________
20,5% 

It is better when grandmothers 
and/or grandfathers participate as 

MUCH as possible

*************************

30,3% 
LIMITED participation is more 

preferable 

***************************

49,2% 
It is better when grandmothers 
and/or grandfathers DO NOT  

PARTICIPATE

TYPE
OF HOUSEHOLDS

_______________________________________
__

15,6% – TRADITIONAL – a many-generation
family, in which grandparents carry out the
majority of functions of care and upbringing of

nerdlihcdnargrieht
***************************************
**

44,3% – MIXED – the older generation lives
separately, but provides assistance for the young
family mainly in the material form and depending
on the situation
***************************************

40,2% – ORDINARY – grandparents live
separately, practically do not provide any
assistance in the upbringing and care for the
grandchildren

 
 

1 The authors would like to gratefully acknowledge the help of students from the Faculty for Psychology and Pedagogy at Vitus Bering Ka-
mchatka State University for recording the stenographs.
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categories “understand” (df=25, p≤0,01) and “to respect” 
(df=20, p≤0,01) based on specifying judgments.

Let us turn to specific examples of answers and the 
result of their analysis in the group of elementary school-
children. 244 explanatory judgments were presented by 
pupils for 115 choices of “pity”: 19,3% of participants 
gave one example each, 12,7% gave two answers, 10,7% 

of pupils recorded three options each, 3,3% gave four ex-
amples each, and 2% of respondents had five answers.

The experts structured all the answers by components 
and determined the level of their expression (Table 3).

So, the result of the content analysis of the descrip-
tions of children’s attitude of “pity” towards an ageing 
person demonstrates its multi-value and multi-compo-

2 We preserved the semantics and grammar of the children’s utterances

Глозман Ж.М., Наумова В.А. Отношения поколений...
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T a b l e  2
Comparison of the “Attitudes” Categories Choice Frequency in the Group of Junior Schoolchildren 

and Older Respondents

Categories

Choice frequency (the quantity of responses — %)
Fisher’s criterion,

φ
Junior schoolchildren

(n=122)
Older generation

(n=40)
Quantity % Quantity %

Pity 115 70,9 14 10,9 10,8
p≤0,01

Respect 17 10,5 35 27,3 3,1
p≤0,01

Love 13 8,1 9 7,0 0,24
Understand 0 0 37 28,9 9,6

p≤0,01
Honour 0 0 18 14,1 6,5

p≤0,01
Help 8 4,9 10 7,8 1,1
Tolerate 4 2,5 5 3,9 0,7
Do not know 5 3,1 0 0 2,9

T a b l e  3
Frequency Distribution of the Components of the Attitude Category “Pity” 

in the Group of Elementary Schoolchildren

Frequency 
of choice, %

Components Examples of children’s responses2

1 2 3
38,8 “Physiological loss” 

reflects a descriptive 
picture of the external 
manifestations of low 
physical (bodily) com-
petence and destruction, 
as well as insecurity and 
maladjustment to life in 
old age

‘their teeth fall out and they don’t chew well, they don’t eat much and they stop 
growing’
‘some have amnesia, I don’t know what it is, but mum says that a lot’, ‘they are slow, 
forget everything and can even be dumb’
‘they don’t sleep well at night and during the day have a cat-nap, so mum scolds us if 
we make noise and disturb the old granny, oh actually great granny’
‘they have poor health and so they can’t do some things themselves, then they get 
angry and may call you bad names or even punish you. For example, I saw my friend’s 
grandma Ira cursing loudly and hitting the cat because she forgot to close the door to 
the room with the computer herself.’
‘they are old and their eyesight is bad, they walk slowly and if there, for example, 
they are crossing the road and a car is coming with broken brakes, we have to rush 
straight to them so that they don’t get hit by a car’

12,5 “It is the way things 
are done” demonstrates 
pupils’commitment to 
formally following socially 
accepted notions of ste-
reotypes of old age and 
norms of behaviour with 
an adult

‘one just should feel sorry for the elderly, one should be polite to them, shouldn’t he or 
she?’
‘one shouldn’t offend the elderly, that’s the rule of politeness’
‘they’re at the age when all they need is help, sympathy and compassion’
‘they are old and may even be veterans we just have to respect them at least out of 
politeness, that’s what my mother says and I’ve seen other adults and even children say 
this on TV’
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nent character. However, statistical significance (df=66, 
p≤0,05) is determined only for the component that re-
flects the descriptive picture of external manifestations 
of low physical (bodily) competence and poor adaptabil-
ity to life in old age, i.e., “physiological loss”.

Now let us turn to the answers explaining the seman-
tic content of the two significantly dominant categories 
of attitude expected by the older generation — “under-

stand” and “respect”. The result of the content analysis 
of specifying judgments in the indicated categories fixes 
their identity, which allowed the authors to combine 
them into the general category “understand — respect”, 
which represents the reflection of attitude on the whole 
as need for recognition of experience and merits, seeking 
compromise, ability to empathize and understand the 
emotional state of the older generation (Table 4).

Frequency 
of choice, %

Components Examples of children’s responses2

1 2 3
11,6 “Our duty” explains 

the child’s position as 
a conscious, voluntary, 
internally accepted obli-
gation to help, to protect 
the ageing person

‘they have lived long and fought for our freedom’
‘[they are]elderly veterans, and it’s hard for them to bear the hardships of life’
‘they defended our country’
‘many of them are veterans, if it weren’t for them we wouldn’t exist’
‘they’re special to us’
‘they’ve lived their lives, and maybe some have fought, and we have to pay good for 
good, we have to help them’
‘it’s just that we’re younger than them, we should do that’

11,2 “Empathy” demon-
strates a child’s ability to 
understand and experi-
ence the emotional states 
experienced by an older 
person

‘daddy often scolds granny because she tortures him with clever advice. She then cries 
quietly for a long time, but I always hear and then I cry, I feel very sorry for my grand-
mother’;
‘bus drivers shout at old people because they are slow, it takes a long time to climb the 
steps. And also when there is a heavy snowstorm they are so wet, they don’t smell good, 
it’s difficult for them to walk in the snow and then sweep the snow up to the entrance 
of the bus, moreover they cannot reach their bodies everywhere. It offends me to watch 
them being beknaved and laughed at by some children’

8,9 “Financial insecurity”” 
combines statements re-
flecting children’s ideas 
about the importance 
and significance of mate-
rial well-being and the 
risks of living in old age 
in cases of disadvantage

‘they don’t get paid enough money, they don’t have enough money to feed themselves’;
‘they don’t have enough money or food. They are older than us and poorer than us’
‘they don’t earn, so they always have little money for medicine’
‘they can be cheated, their flat can be taken away or they can be kicked out of the house. 
Old grannies are often homeless, skinny, poorly dressed, smell bad’
‘old people are not in good health and not as well off as my dad, they have a tiny pen-
sion’

8,0 “The finitude of life” 
reflects the students’ 
thoughts, feelings and 
rather regrets about the 
imminent impending 
irrevocability of life’s 
journey

‘they might fall and crash or die altogether’
‘they might become totally ill’
‘they’re almost out of strength and they’re just a little bit away from death’
‘their heart could stop and then that’s it, they don’t have any more life’
‘well, because they’re old and have to die soon and they’ve done their schooling and 
they’ve done their time and they’ve lived a long time’

6,3 “Gratitude” represents a 
picture of a child’s sense 
of gratitude to the older 
generation for the expe-
rience of a long life

‘to live longer and please us’
‘they’re the oldest, they can correct mistakes’
‘because they’re not young anymore, but they can still be kind’
‘they can always give useful advice’
‘they know much more than we do. We should also pity old people out of gratitude, be-
cause they are our parents’ parents, or even our great-great-grandparents, which means 
that if it wasn’t for them, we wouldn’t exist, and that’s for sure’
‘old people are our ancestors’
‘they’re older than us, they’ve conquered trouble or sorrow many times, I think they know 
how to live right’
‘they have a long age and many interesting stories about it’
‘they like to hear our good attitude towards them’

2,7 “Modelling one’s old 
age period” brings 
together statements 
reflecting children’s 
ideas about their lives in 
old age

‘what if I’m in this situation’
‘if we hurt the elderly, we’ll be treated as badly in our old age’
‘because there’s no cure for wrinkles and forgetting’
‘I’m not afraid to be that old. I will study well, then I will be a doctor, I will find 
cream and injections for old people so that they can do different things for themselves 
for a long time and enjoy themselves’
‘We are also growing and our body is with us, so one day I will be old, I don’t want to be hurt’
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It seems to us that it is also important to demonstrate 
examples of responses of the “honour” attitude category, 
reflecting the expectation of the older generation to have 
their descendants recognize the importance and respect the 
life they lived in terms of its heritage (“be my reflection at 
least a little bit”, “keep me in yourself”, “continue my creation 
of tatting”, “will even there, hopefully in heaven, be happy if 
they keep my cliff, gear and my ice-fishing ritual”)3.

The next research task was to analyze the extent to 
which older respondents (dis)agree with the statements 
included in the components of the children’s attitude 
category “regret” (Figure 3).

Older respondents disagreed with children’s choice, 
more frequently with the components “physiological loss” 
and “it is the way things are done”. It is likely that for the 
adult sample this variant of attitude description is inter-

preted as a negative, rather stereotype-traditional attitude 
towards old age, dominated by a picture of rather disparag-
ing and condescending compassion. The highest agreement 
score was given by the older participants to such attitude 
as the child’s ability to understand the condition of an age-
ing person (the “empathy” components) and readiness to 
express a sense of appreciation to him or her (“gratitude”).

Results of Discussion

In this research the authors have attempted to ex-
plore possible variants of current and expected attitudes 
towards an ageing person from the perspective of junior 
schoolchildren and adults who have reached the stage of 
gerontogenesis.

Fig. 3. Ratio of degree of (dis)agreement by older respondents with components of the children’s category “pity”
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T a b l e  4
Representation of the “Understand —Respect” Attitude Category in a Gerontological Sample

Frequency of specifying 
judgments, %

Examples of responses2

39,3 — the need for recognition 
of one’s experience and merits

‘it is important that my grandchildren are proud of me’; ‘I am praised by my grandchildren and 
their friends’; ‘getting compliments from young people’

36,3 — the need for seeking 
compromise

‘noted for me the possibilities of modernity, familiarity with which would enable me to keep up 
with the times’; ‘well, if they themselves discuss the details of their lives with me, I am happy, 
and it saves me from DEpression, DEmentia and many other DE-old men, about whom so many 
scientists write and speak’

24,4 — ability to empathize and 
understand the emotional state

‘taking more interest in my emotional stress’; ‘letting me admire them, trusting me that I am not 
the enemy of their happiness and their whole life’; ‘so my granddaughter won’t be shy about 
inviting me into her company’

3 The semantics and grammar of the respondents' statements are preserved.
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Our research has shown that, on the whole, the re-
spondents in the children’s sample represent the picture 
of actual attitudes towards the elderly rather through 
the prism of the deficit of potential experience of inter-
action with their ancestors. A number of arguments can 
be cited to explain this.

A significant proportion (33,9%) of the grandparents 
of our sample are not in the range of old age (according 
to the WHO classification) and it is unlikely that they 
can fully demonstrate the image of ageing and old age in 
“their young ancestry”.

In addition, earlier in our other researches [12; 36] we 
recorded the data concerning the fact that in the recent 
decade the relationship between children and parents in 
many Kamchatka families had been increasingly optional, 
which is also reflected in the present study. Thus, more 
than half of parents indicated insufficient communication 
between their child and the older generation and 84,5% of 
“young” families confirmed the fact of existing situation-
al support by their parents, mostly in the material form. 
Among the dominant factors specifying the deficit of live 
communication between ancestors and descendants, the 
respondents noted the objective and forced need to main-
tain employment of the older generation of retirement age, 
territorial remoteness and difficult accessibility in condi-
tions of informational isolation. The scarcity and difficul-
ty of communication because of the permanent residence 
of the older generation “on the mainland” outside the 
Kamchatka peninsula is difficult to consider as a “respect-
fully mitigating” factor [11]. We absolutely agree with the 
opinion of O.Yu. Strizhitskaya, M.D. Petrash that a mod-
ern person is mobile enough. Often family generations are 
geographically separated within one country, may be in 
different countries and continents, but, however, in the 
era of high information technology this circumstance may 
not be an objective limitation of communication between 
a child and grandparents [21].

The importance and significance of a child’s commu-
nication with grandparents as one of the dominant fac-
tors in forming the image of an ageing person is reflected 
in some contemporary studies. For example, in the work 
of A. Flamion et al. (Flamion, et al.,) in a sample of 1,151 
Belgian children and adolescents between the ages of 
seven and sixteen, it was found that frequent and friend-
ly contact with grandparents (more often with grand-
mothers) correlated with more favorable feelings about 
older people [31].

The results of another study have shown that for old-
er preschool children with lack of communication with 
their ancestors, the image of the old person is not person-
alized and in general represents an assembled construct 
of “strange old people” or “nobody’s old people” more of-
ten according to stereotypical signs of physiological loss 
and indifferent emotions [36].

Here we cannot ignore the fact that in modern so-
ciety there is a tendency to use all the possibilities and 
achievements of bio-technology to maintain the state 
of “anti-aging”, where the visual image of a person plays 
a determining role in the perception of an aging person 
and has the function of contrasting the experience of 
long life with physical decay [13; 25].

We also support the researchers’ opinion on the role of 
the family, the significance of the type of family upbring-
ing, the content of communication with significant adults 
(parents, grandparents) to form a child’s value attitude 
towards the older generation, as well as its future self-es-
teem and psychological well-being [16; 35]. The necessity 
of formation of the child’s attitude towards senior adults 
and old age people, as an obligatory part of the “child-
adult” system, which can act as a primary basis of all kinds 
of subsequent relations of the child to reality and be the 
initial condition of the very human existence and inten-
sions of child development, is emphasized in the classical 
works of the Russian psychologists [3; 5; 8; 27].

In this study, the need to recognize experience, seek 
compromise, the ability to empathize and understand 
one’s emotional state during the gerontogenesis stage 
is prioritized by older respondents to describe their 
expected attitude through the dominant categories of 
“understand-respect”. It is likely to be extremely prob-
lematic to “teach” such a variant of the attitude of de-
scendants to their ancestors, which essentially is sup-
ported by the results of the analysis of the responses 
from the children’s sample.

The relevant attitude of the elementary schoolchildren 
to an ageing person is represented through the multi-com-
ponent category of “pity”. In the etymological dictionary 
of the Russian language the word “pity” is interpreted as 
frequently used in the meaning of “I love, I respect”, de-
noting the context of value, recognition, reverence and 
compassion [28]. However, we dare to argue that the 
results of the content analysis of the descriptions of the 
dominant relational categories in the children’s sample 
demonstrate attitudes toward the late-age respondents 
more as neutral-indulgent compassion. The older respon-
dents did not include this children’s choice in the range of 
agreement with expected attitudes toward them.

The junior schoolchildren less frequently presented 
examples of their ability to understand the condition of 
an aging person and readiness to express a sense of ap-
preciation and respect for the experience of a long life, 
which was confirmed by the older cohort as agreement 
with the expected attitude to them. In our opinion, 
this result can be explained by the fact that, despite the 
transformation of traditional forms of intergenerational 
interaction, many Russian families consciously support 
intergenerational communication based on the preserva-
tion of socio-cultural traditions of several generations, 
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without losing the ‘codes’ of priority of cultural dialogue 
and intergenerational continuity.

We support the opinion of some researchers that the 
older generation has an enormous potential to demon-
strate to descendants the possibilities of “mastering the 
art of life in the context of developing the ability to in-
spire themselves and others, create their own rhythm 
and pace of life, enjoy the live human communication, 
and in general to build a constructive dialogue with the 
world” [29, p. 85].

 Awareness of the importance and respect for the dif-
ference of needs in each period of life, the uniqueness 
of the experience of relations of generational groups, as 
valuable and obligatory, can be the key to the partner-
ship dialogue of generations and the basis of cultural 
adaptation to age. Besides, it is necessary to move from 
sameness to individuality in order to build sustainable 
and mutually comfortable intergenerational relations, as 
well as to define the principles on which a universal cul-
tural adaptation to age can be generated [3].

Conclusions

1. The analysis of the questionnaire data specifying the 
parents’ point of view on the potential experience of their 
children’s interaction with the generation of late age shows 
a tendency to a low degree of grandparents’ participation 
in the period of their grandchildren’s childhood and, in 
general, represents the picture of deficit of live communi-
cation between ancestors and descendants. The reasons for 
the recorded fact are the territorial remoteness of the older 
generation, their continued employment, being in the sta-
tus of a pensioner, and the problems of adult disagreement. 
Answers of schoolchildren’s parents showed that relations 
between their children and their parents are increasingly 
optional, where situational financing of grandchildren 
along with occasional leisure activities are evaluated as a 
norm of relations, a reality of modern life.

2. The result of focus-group interviews with elementa-
ry schoolchildren allows us to present quantitatively the 
categories of children’s attitude towards the older gen-
eration in the “pity — respect — love — help — tolerate — 
don’t know” sequence, where only the category “pity” is 
statistically dominant. Qualitative analysis of the selected 
category reveals its meaningfulness and multicomponent 
structure, but statistical significance is revealed by one 
component, which reflects a descriptive picture of exter-
nal manifestations of physical incompetence, insecurity 
and inadaptability to life of an aging person, i.e. “physio-
logical losses”. On the whole, a large part of the children’s 
sample demonstrates the actual attitude towards the 
ancestors as a variant of neutral and indulgent compas-
sion and compliance with formal, stereotypically correct 

norms of behavior, relying on the collective image of the 
“not personalized” person at a late stage of ontogenesis.

3. In the gerontological cohort the expected attitude 
of children to them is represented by the significant cat-
egory “understand — respect”, reflecting the position of 
extreme importance of recognition of their experience 
by descendants, search for compromises of interaction, 
readiness to empathize and to accept the emotional state 
of the person of late age. This result is also recorded in 
the data on the agreement of older participants with the 
children’s options (with a low frequency of choice), dem-
onstrating the continuity of the preservation of the stan-
dard of obligatory and valuable behavior of the ances-
tors. Late-age respondents placed components with the 
highest frequency of children’s choices which, from the 
perspective of the older generation, describe attitudes 
toward them more as condescending compassion in the 
range of disagreement.

4. The need and readiness of the aging person to mobi-
lize and realize the enormous palette of his life potential to 
demonstrate to descendants the particular importance of 
recognizing the uniqueness of each generation’s experience 
can be a source of complementarity and solidarity between 
generations as the basis of cultural adaptation to age.

Limitations and Perspectives of the Research

Thinking critically about the results of the presented 
work, it would be interesting to consider them in the 
context of the limitations of the research.

So, there was only one parent involved in the child-
parent pairing, and for the most part they were mothers. 
Although some researches confirm a great similarity of 
children’s views with mothers in the field of intergroup 
relations [30], we admit that the lack of “gender com-
pleteness” of the parental sample can reduce the general-
ization potential of the parents” questionnaire data.

Another limitation of our study is related to the prob-
lem of the difficulty of forming a homogeneous sample, 
including families with equal age ranges in intergenera-
tional representatives and conditional similarity in eco-
nomic and sociocultural characteristics.

 Relative limitations include the specificity of the 
sample of older respondents, the composition of which 
was represented by regular participants of the geronto-
logical art group. Possibly, when only voluntary elderly 
respondents with preserved activity and motivation par-
ticipate, information about the less active ageing person 
is lost, and in our opinion, this circumstance allows for 
the risk of distortion of the research picture.

Finally, we agree with many researchers who believe 
that intergenerational relations are a multifaceted, mul-
tidimensional phenomenon involving different systems 
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