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Abstract

Context and relevance. The article presents brief information on how the works of L.S. Vygotsky and his 
collaborators arrived and spread in Brazil and data from a survey on the Platform of the National Council for 
Scientific and Technological Development of the National Agency for Scientific and Technological Research 
(CNPq), more specifically, on the Directory of Research Groups (DGP) which records data and production 
of research groups in Brazil. Objective. The survey focused on research groups in the areas of education and 
psychology and sought to identify Brazilian research groups that indicate, in their titles and summaries of 
activities, that they carry out research based on the cultural-historical theory of L.S. Vygotsky. Methods 
and materials. We carried out a survey to see how many research groups are active in Brazil working with 
cultural-historical theory, specifically in the areas of education and psychology. The survey was carried out 
through a series of searches on the DGP-CNPq’s parameterized consultation page, between June 1 and 10, 
2025. Results. The survey showed that of the total of 154 groups found according to the descriptors cho-
sen, 140 groups (90.9%) are in public educational institutions and 14 (9.1%) in private institutions. This 
data shows the importance that public educational institutions attach to recording activities carried out by 
groups of their researchers. Conclusions. Although the arrival of Vygotsky’s works in Brazil took place almost 
40 years ago, the dissemination of his thought unfortunately took place based on translations and editions that 
mutilated his writings and thus misrepresented important ideas from his studies and theoretical-methodolog-
ical investigations. The survey presented in this text does not go into this issue in depth, nor does it discuss 
the bibliographical references used in the intellectual production of the research groups registered with DGP-
CNPq. We have restricted ourselves to some more general aspects of the current scenario, even though we 
know, as has been pointed out, that it does not correspond exactly to reality.
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Резюме

Контекст и актуальность. В статье представлен краткий обзор того, как работы Л.С. Выготского и 
его соавторов появились и распространились в Бразилии, а также данные опроса, проведенного на 
платформе Национального совета по научным и технологическим разработкам (CNPq), а именно в 
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Introduction

The aim of this study was to identify and analyze the 
dissemination of Lev Semionovich Vygotsky’s cultural-
historical theory in Brazil. To this end, information was 
sought from the Directory of Research Groups in Bra-
zil (DGP-CNPq)1, managed by the National Council 
for Scientific and Technological Development (CNPq) 
and linked to the Lattes Platform, a Brazilian database 
designed to record and monitor scientific and techno-
logical activity in the national science, technology and 
innovation system.

In Brazil, the creation of this Directory by the CNPq 
was anchored in two reasons: (I) “the need to build a sin-
gle science and technology (S&T) information system to 
support the formulation of indicators” (Chiarini et al., 
2022, p. 6); and (II) the continuous advance “of informa-
tion and communication technologies (ICTs), with com-
puterization and the boom of the internet and the world 
wide web (www)” (Chiarini et al., 2022, p. 6) which, in a 
way, forced many countries to adopt these tools. It was 
launched in 1993, before the Lattes Platform, with the 
aim of achieving unity and uniformity in data and statis-
tics on science and technology in Brazil. It was gradually 
institutionalized and then the biannual censuses, statis-
tical summaries and a tool for drawing up dynamic tables 
became available free of charge to the entire academic 
community, all coupled to the Lattes Platform (Chiarini 
et al., 2022). Since the production of knowledge is a col-

lective activity, the CNPq understood that it would be 
up to the State to create a scientific and technological 
information base for groups of researchers, thus treat-
ing the research group as a unit of analysis with one or, 
exceptionally, two senior researchers who would lead 
the assistant researchers, the technical support staff, as 
well as the students, all around a common interest, shar-
ing equipment, facilities and resources in the scientific 
research activity. Since it was set up, the DGP-CNPq 
has undergone several updates and has proved to be an 
efficient, accurate and fast tool, able to identify the re-
searcher, where they are, what they do and what they 
have produced recently.

It has been common to analyze the characteristics 
and scientific output of research groups via the DGP 
to characterize the state of the art of research areas in 
Brazil (see, for example, Prado and Sayd, 2004; Moreira, 
Vilan Filho and Mueller, 2015).

Therefore, due to its characteristics, the DGP is an 
instrument capable of providing precise information and 
indications of the ways in which Lev Semionovich Vy-
gotsky’s cultural-historical theory has been assimilated 
and disseminated in Brazil.

Methods and materials

It is quite difficult, if not almost impossible, to pin-
point the date on which Lev Semionovich Vygotsky ar-

разделе «Каталог исследовательских групп» (DGP), который регистрирует данные и результаты де-
ятельности исследовательских групп в Бразилии. Цель. Опрос был направлен на выявление иссле-
довательских групп в области образования и психологии, которые содержат в названиях и описаниях 
своих работ информацию о том, что они проводят исследования на основе культурно-исторической 
теории Л.С. Выготского. Методы и материалы. Мы провели опрос, чтобы определить, сколько ис-
следовательских групп активно работают с культурно-исторической теорией в Бразилии, особенно в 
областях образования и психологии. Опрос осуществлялся посредством серии поисковых запросов 
на странице параметризованной консультации DGP-CNPq4 в период с 1 по 10 июня 2025 года. Ре-
зультаты. Опрос показал, что из общего числа найденных 154 групп, согласно выбранным дескрип-
торам, 140 групп (90,9%) находятся в государственных образовательных учреждениях и 14 (9,1%) — 
в частных учреждениях. Эти данные демонстрируют важность, которую придают государственные 
образовательные учреждения регистрации деятельности своих исследовательских групп. Выводы. 
Хотя работы Выготского появились в Бразилии почти 40 лет назад, распространение его идей, к 
сожалению, происходило на основе переводов и изданий, искаженных и урезанных, что привело к 
неправильному представлению о важных идеях его исследований и теоретико-методологических 
разработок. Представленный в этом тексте опрос не углубляется в этот вопрос и не рассматривает би-
блиографические источники, использованные в научной деятельности зарегистрированных в DGP-
CNPq исследовательских групп. Мы ограничились некоторыми более общими аспектами текущей 
ситуации, хотя и осознаем, как было отмечено ранее, что она не полностью соответствует реальности.

Ключевые слова: культурно-историческая теория, Л.С. Выготский, научные исследования, психо-
логия, образование

Для цитирования: Престес, З., Тунес, Э., Бэк, Т.М. (2025). Распространение культурно-исторической теории 
Л.С. Выготского в Бразилии. Культурно-историческая психология, 21(3), 166—174. https://doi.org/10.17759/
chp.2025210315

1 At the time of the search, the Directory was in version 2.0.8.10. Its access link is: http://dgp.cnpq.br/dgp/faces/consulta/consulta_param-
etrizada.jsf
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rived here. Perhaps we can only point to past events and 
some dates that attest to when he had already begun to 
wander around this remote West. In other words, we can 
identify clues and, by following them, perhaps we can 
establish some signs of his presence among us and the 
times when he began to visit us.

For example, on a copy of the book by A.R. Luria and 
F.I. Yudovich, bought at a bookstore around 2023, en-
titled Language and intellectual development in children, 
you can see someone’s signature in ink, with the date 
Aug/94. The copy belongs to the 2nd edition (1987) of 
a translation by José Cláudio de Almeida Abreu, a pro-
fessor at the Faculty of Languages and Literature of the 
Federal University of Minas Gerais. The first edition 
of the work was published by Artes Médicas in Porto 
Alegre in 1985. As we know, A. R. Luria was one of Lev 
Semionovich’s closest collaborators and there are several 
mentions of him in the book mentioned here. The same 
occurs in two books by the same author published previ-
ously in Brazil: (1) in Curso de psicologia geral, especially 
in volume IV, published in 1979; and (2) in Fundamen-
tos de neuropsicologia, published in 1981. So, we already 
know that since 1979, Vygotsky was already in these 
tropical parts of the West, accompanying Luria.

We know that the book The Social Formation of the 
Mind, (originally published in English under the title 
Mind in society — the development of higher psychologi-
cal processes) had been circulating here in Brazil since 
1984. However, the organizers of this volume state in the 
preface: “The work of bringing together originally sepa-
rate works has been done quite freely. The reader should 
not expect to find a literal translation of Vygotsky, but 
rather an edited translation from which we have omit-
ted apparently redundant material and to which we have 
added material that seemed important in terms of mak-
ing Vygotsky’s ideas clearer” (John-Steiner et al, 1999, 
p. XIV). In other words, it cannot be said that the texts 
were written by Vygotsky, so the decision has been made 
here to disregard him.

Furthermore, and more importantly, we also know 
that by tracing the dates of publication of translations 
of works by Lev Semionovich and his two closest col-
laborators, A.R. Luria and A.N. Leontiev, we can begin 
to identify the trails that lead us along the map of the as-
similation of cultural-historical theory in Brazil. Table 1 
shows information on works translated into Portuguese 
that have circulated and are still circulating in these sur-
roundings and of which we are aware.

Looking at Table 1, as far as we know, Luria was the 
first author of the troika to be translated into Brazil-
ian Portuguese. This was done by Paulo Bezerra, who 
translated directly from Russian, and was published 
in 1979. In the excerpts from the translation below, 
we can see, right at the beginning of the first volume, 
Luria’s grandiose presentation of his master and friend 
L.S. Vygotsky: 1. “The ways of overcoming the crisis 
in psychology were first formulated by the outstand-
ing Soviet psychologist Lev Semionovich Vygotsky 
(1896—1934); they became the basis for the subse-
quent evolution of psychology as a science, at first in 
the USSR and then beyond its borders” (Luria, 1979, 
p. 5); 2. “… For Vygotsky, the main task in overcom-
ing this crisis consisted in making the higher and spe-
cifically human forms of conscious activity the object of 
research and focusing on them from the point of view of 
scientific analysis, causally explaining their origin and 
defining the objective laws to which they are subordi-
nate” (Luria, p. 6, emphasis added); 3. “... As Vygotsky 
observed, the attempt to focus on the psyche as an im-
mediate function of the brain and to look for its source 
in the recesses of the brain is as futile as the attempt to 
consider the psyche as a form of existence of the spirit. 
The psychic life of animals arises in the process of their 
activity and is a form of representation of reality, it is 
carried out by the brain, but it can only be explained by 
the objective laws of this representational activity. Simi-
larly, the higher forms of conscious activity, active at-
tention, arbitrary memorization and logical thinking 
that are specific to man cannot be considered a natural 
product of the evolution of the brain but are the result 
of the specific social form of life that is characteristic 
of man. In order to causally explain the higher psychic 
functions of man, it is necessary to go beyond the limits 
of the organism and look for their sources not in the re-
cesses of the soul or in the peculiarities of the brain, but 
in the social history of mankind, in the forms of language 
and social work that have been constituted throughout 
the history of society and have brought to life more per-
fected types of communication and new forms of con-
scious activity” (Luria, 1979, p. 6, emphasis added).

Luria’s presentation is undoubtedly highly motivat-
ing for the reader who is looking for new insights into 
the study of human behavior. Certainly, his words mo-
tivated new searches in the direction of the theorist he 
was talking about. In other words, Vygotsky was already 
looking for us and we undoubtedly went to meet him.

Table 1
Works by Luria, Leontiev and Vygotsky published in Brazil 

(in alphabetical order by the first author’s surname)

Author/authors Title, city, publisher, date Translated from Translator
Leontiev, A.; 
Vygotsky, L.S.; 
Luria, A.R. and 
others

Psychology and pedagogy — psychological bases of 
learning and development; São Paulo: Editora Moraes, 
1991; 2007.

Not informed Rubens Eduardo Frias

Leontiev, A.N. The development of the psyche. São Paulo: Centauro, 
2004.

French Rubens Eduardo Frias.
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Author/authors Title, city, publisher, date Translated from Translator
Leontiev, A.N. Activity, consciousness and personality. Bauru: 

Mireveja, 2021.
Russo Priscila Marques

Luria, A.R. Course in general psychology (Volumes I to IV). Rio de 
Janeiro: Civilização Brasileira, 1979.

Russo Paulo Bezerra

Luria, A.R. Fundamentals of neuropsychology. São Paulo: Edusp, 
1981.

English Juarez Aranha Ricardo

Luria, A.R. Thought and language — Luria’s last lectures. Porto 
Alegre: Artes Médicas, 1987.

Russian Diana Myriam Lichtenstein 
and Mário Corso

Luria, A.R. The construction of the mind. São Paulo: Ícone, 1992. English Marcelo Brandão Cipolla
Luria A.R. The mind and memory — a little book about a vast 

memory. São Paulo: Martins Fontes, 1999.
English Claudia Berliner

Luria, A.R. Cognitive development. São Paulo: Ícone, 2010. English Fernando Limongeli Gur-
gueira2

Luria, A.R. and 
Yugovich, F.I.

Psychology and Pedagogy — psychological bases of 
learning and development. Porto Alegre: Artes Médicas, 
1987 (1st edition — 1985).

Not informed José Cláudio de Almeida 
Abreu

Vygotsky, L.S. Theory and method in psychology. São Paulo: Martins 
Fontes, 1996.

Spanish Cláudia Berliner

Vygotsky, L.S. Psychological development in childhood. São Paulo: 
Martins Fontes, 1998.

Spanish Cláudia Berliner

Vygotsky, L.S. The Tragedy of Hamlet, Prince of Denmark. São Paulo: 
Martins Fontes, 1999.

Russian Paulo Bezerra

Vygotsky, L.S. Lev S. Vygotsky: Manuscript of 1929. Campinas: SP, 
ano XXI, 2000.

Russian Alexandra Marenitch

Vygotsky, L.S. The construction of thought and language. São Paulo: 
Martins Fontes, 2001.

Russian Paulo Bezerra

Vygotsky, L.S. Pedagogical psychology. São Paulo: Martins Fontes, 
2001.

Russian Paulo Bezerra

Vygotsky, L.S. Psychology of art. São Paulo: Martins Fontes, 2001. Russian Paulo Bezerra
Vygotsky, L.S. Pedagogical psychology. Porto Alegre: Artmed, 2003. Spanish Claudia Schilling
Vygotsky, L.S. Imagination and creation in childhood. São Paulo: 

Ática, 2009.
Russian Zoia Prestes

Vygotsky, L.S. Imagination and creativity in childhood. São Paulo: 
Martins Fontes, 2014.

Russian João Pedro Fróis

Vygotsky, L.S. Imagination and creation in childhood. São Paulo: 
Expressão Popular, 2018.

Russian Zoia Prestes and Elizabeth 
Tunes

Vygotsky, L.S. 7 lessons by L.S. Vygotsky on the foundations of 
pedology. Rio de Janeiro: E-Papers, 2018

Russian Zoia Prestes, Elizabeth Tunes
and Claudia C. G. Santana

Vygotsky, L.S. Fundamentals of defectology (Tome V.: Fundamentals 
of defectology). Cascavel: PR, Edunioeste, 2019.

Spanish Does not specify the name of 
the translators

Vygotsky, L.S. Psychology, education and development: writings by 
L.S. Vigotski. São Paulo: Expressão Popular, 2021.

Russian Zoia Prestes and Elizabeth 
Tunes

Vygotsky, L.S. Problems of defectology (Volume I). São Paulo: 
Expressão Popular, 2021.

Russian Zoia Prestes and Elizabeth 
Tunes

Vygotsky, L.S. History of the development of higher mental functions. 
São Paulo: WMF Martins Fontes Publishing House, 
2021.

English Solange Castro Afeche

Vygotsky, L.S. Liev S. Vigotski: writings on art. Bauru: Mireveja, 2022. Russian Priscila Marques
Vygotsky, L.S. Veresk — 100-year commemorative edition. São Carlos: 

Pedro & João Editores, 2023.
Russian Zoia Prestes; Elizabeth Tunes; 

Jader J. M. Lopes and Marta 
Chaves

Vygotsky, L.S. Psychology, human development and Marxism. São 
Paulo, Hogrefe, 2023.

Russian Priscila Marques

2 It is not clear who translated it (Fernando Limongeli Gurgueira or the group formed by Luiz Mena Barreto, Martha Kohl de Oliveira, 
Miriam M. M. de Andrade and Regina Heloisa Maciel).
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Table 1 shows that between 1979 and 1989, five 
works by L.S. Vygotsky — and his main collaborators — 
were translated into Portuguese; between 1990 and 
1999, seven; from 2000 to 2010, eight; and from 2011 to 
2025, fifteen. In other words, there was a slight increase 
from one decade to the next. Although the increase is not 
huge, it is significant if we look at the density of trans-
lated works: there has indeed been a notable increase in 
the size and importance of works translated into Portu-
guese in Brazil. These data therefore seem to point to the 
fact that the beginning of the 21st century is perhaps the 
period of dissemination and assimilation of cultural-his-
torical theory in Brazil.

Approximately a century after Vygotsky’s birth, we 
are beginning to learn more about and assimilate the 
cultural-historical psychology he created. That’s a long 
time, and it certainly had the contribution of the censor-
ship imposed on the author in the Soviet Union itself, 
coupled with our own weaknesses.

How did this process of disseminating his ideas take 
place in Brazil? That’s what we’ll see next, by examining 
the groups registered with the DGP-CNPq. First, how-
ever, it is interesting to note that, as far as we have been 
able to investigate, the first Brazilian studies based on 
Vygotsky’s cultural-historical theory did not take place 
in the field of psychology, but in the area of chemistry 
teaching. These were four papers published by an inter-
disciplinary research group working at the Federal Uni-
versity of São Carlos, in the interior of the state of São 
Paulo (Tolentino et al, 1986; Silva et al, 1986; Rocha-
Filho et al, 1988; Tunes et al, 1989).

It is known that L.S. Vigotski’s work was silenced 
in the Soviet Union for more than 20 years and, when 
it began to be published again, it suffered from cuts and 
interference from publishers. Although the book Michle-
nie i retch [Thought and Speech] (Vygotsky, 1934), for 
example, was first published in its entirety at the end of 
1934, six months after Vygotsky’s death, this was not the 
case when the same book was published in the collec-
tion Izbrannie psirrologuitcjeskie issledovania [Selected 
Psychological Investigations] (Vygotsky, 1956), in 
1956, 22 years later. In this volume, edited by A.N. Le-
ontiev and A.R. Luria, the text of the aforementioned 
book came out with cuts and was thus republished in the 

2nd Volume of Sobranie sotchineni [Collected works] 
(Vygotsky, 1982), in the early 1980s, without making 
the necessary corrections, 26 years later. What’s more, 
Vygotsky’s important and fundamental book was only 
published again uncut and according to the original ar-
chive in the early 2000s.

However, while in the Soviet Union the book suffered 
occasional edits and cuts, in the West it arrived in 1962 
in a shattered edition, reduced to 168 pages, published 
by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (Prestes, 
2012) and it was this version that proliferated around 
the world, also landing in Brazil in 1987, in an English 
version, under the title Thought and Language (Vigotski, 
2005). In the fact sheet for the 2005 edition, you can see 
how the transliteration of the author’s surname changes: 
if in the first edition it is Vygotsky, then Vygotski ap-
pears and, in the most recent edition, Vigotski. We be-
lieve that this book was not written by Vygotsky and, for 
this reason, we have not included it in Table 1.

Unfortunately, it was this edition (whether in Eng-
lish or Portuguese) that initiated studies of Vygotsky’s 
thought in Brazil, as well as another book which, in our 
opinion, is also impossible to consider as belonging to the 
thinker’s pen and, for this reason, we have also left out of 
Table 1. We are referring to the book Mind in Society: the 
development of higher psychological processes (Vygotsky, 
1984) which, here in Brazil, came out under the title A 
formação social da mente: o desenvolvimento dos processos 
psicológicos superiores (The social formation of the mind: the 
development of higher psychological processes) (Vygotsky, 
1999), a collection of texts adulterated by the organizers 
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and which, 
despite numerous academic works published in Brazil in-
dicating the absurdities committed by this edition with 
Vygotsky’s work, continues to circulate and still “under-
pins” monographs, dissertations and theses in our country.

We carried out a survey to see how many research 
groups are active in Brazil working with cultural-his-
torical theory, specifically in the areas of education and 
psychology. The survey was carried out through a series 
of searches on the DGP-CNPq’s parameterized consul-
tation page4, between June 1 and 10, 2025.

Before we go on to detail our procedure, there are 
some very important considerations that directly im-

Author/authors Title, city, publisher, date Translated from Translator
Vygotsky, L.S. The essentials of Vygotsky. Petrópolis: RJ, Vozes, 2024. Russian Priscila Marques.
Vygotsky, L.S. Imagination — selected texts. Campinas: Mercado de 

Letras, 2025.
Russian Priscila Marques

Vygotsky, L.S. The meaning of crisis in psychology. São Paulo: 
Lavrapalavra, 2025.

Russian Zoia Prestes and Elizabeth 
Tunes

Vygotsky, L.S. 
and Luria, A.R.

Studies in the history of behavior: the ape, the primitive 
and the child. Porto Alegre: Artes Médicas, 1996.

English Lólio Lourenço de Oliveira

Vygotsky, L.S.; 
Luria, A.R. and 
Leontiev, A.N.

Language, development and learning. São Paulo: Ícone, 
EDUSP, 1988.3

Not informed Maria da Penha Villalobos

Source: prepared by the authors.

3 On these works, see Prestes (2012, p. 147—161).
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pact any study produced with data extracted from the 
DGP- CNPq: the most important is that, although it is 
our main reference for obtaining this information, the 
platform has instabilities, not only because of frequent 
periods of downtime, but we also found significant dis-
crepancies in the display of results when equivalent in-
put specifications were used in the search options when 
carried out at a different time, even when running on 
the same version of the platform. In other words, the 
platform displays divergent search results depending 
on when the search is carried out, so that, for example, 
a particular group located using certain search criteria 
is no longer found weeks later using the same param-
eters, even though it is still active. These instabilities 
had already been identified by other researchers, such 
as Asbahr and Oliveira (2021) and Carvalho, Silvino 
and Souza (2022). In addition to these instabilities, 
we found other problems with the platform, such as: 
(A)  the names of the group leaders could change be-
tween those that appeared in the search and those that 
appeared in the group’s mirror; (B)  eventually, the 
search returned some groups, in smaller numbers, that 
did not have the keyword searched for anywhere in 
their mirror; and (C) the opposite of the previous item 
also occurred, i.e. research groups that contained the 
keyword in their mirror did not appear in the search. 
The procedures adopted to remedy this last problem 
will be discussed below.

In order to collect information on the DGP-CNPq, 
we used the following specifications: in the “Consult — 
Current base” section, we considered the current census, 
entering the keywords — which will be discussed in the 
next paragraph — in the “Search term” field and select-
ing the “Groups” option in the “Consult by” field — since 
the platform also offers the option of searching by names 
of researchers, leaders, lines of research, among others. In 
the “Apply the search to the fields” section, we selected 
the options “Group name”, “Research line name”, “Re-
search line keyword” (these three were already select-
ed by default) and “Group repercussions”, with all the 
others unchecked. In our tests, checking the “Certified” 
and/or “Not up to date” options in the “Status” field did 
not show any differences in the results displayed, so we 
opted to keep the platform’s default options. Further-
more, no additional filters were used.

The keywords used to carry out this procedure were: 
(1) Vigotski; (2) Vygotski; (3) Vygotsky; (4) Vigotsky; 
(5) Leontiev; (6) Luria; (7) Historical-cultural; (8) So-
cio-historical; (9) Socio-historical; (10) Activity theory; 
(11) Socio-cultural; (12) Sociocultural; (13) Socio-
interactionism; (14) Socio-interactionist; (14) Socio-
constructivism; (15) Socio-constructivist; (16) So-
viet psychology; (17) Psychology and Marxism; and 
(18) Marxist psychology. The keywords, with the excep-
tion of “Activity theory” and “Marxist psychology”, had 
the “All words” option selected in their searches, while 
the “Exact search” field was selected in the two excep-
tions mentioned.

In all the searches, we checked whether the group in 
question actually worked with the chosen theoretical 

framework and, to this end, we organized the results for 
each keyword into five groupings: (a) “Search”, which 
represented the exact number of results for each keyword 
without any filtering by area or theme; (b) “Outside the 
parameters”, which included groups from areas of knowl-
edge not covered by the study, i.e. research groups that 
appeared in the results, but which are not in the area of 
Education or Psychology; (c) “Excluded”, which are the 
results within the areas researched which, for some reason, 
appeared as a result in the search although, on their re-
spective pages, they are listed as excluded on the platform; 
(d) “Withdrawn from the search”, which are the groups for 
which, after verification, not enough evidence was found 
to affirm that they carry out studies based on cultural-
historical theory; and finally, (e) “Selected”, which are the 
groups that met the criteria, i.e. presented evidence that 
they use the theoretical framework in question in their re-
search output. In this way, the sum of the results of group-
ings “b”, “c”, “d” and “e” is exactly the amount of “a”. Ex-
cept for the excluded groups incorporated into item “c”, 
the other situations encountered — groups certified by the 
institution, not being filled in or not updated in the last 
12 months — were considered in the others.

When there were doubts as to whether certain groups 
actually used cultural- historical theory, we searched for 
the keywords “Cultural-historical”, “Vygotsky” and its 
variations (“Vygotsky”, “Vygotski”, “Vigotsky”), “Ac-
tivity theory”, “Socio-historical” — in order to cover the 
possibilities “Socio-historical” and “Socio-historical” — 
in the following places, respectively: (I) Text present 
in “Repercussions of the group”; (II) Name given to the 
lines of research of the group evaluated; (III) Search in 
the Lattes of the group leader; (IV) Search in the Lattes 
of the deputy leader, if there is one. The keywords “His-
torical-cultural” or “Socio-historical” necessarily had to 
be associated with a noun such as “Theory”, “(theoreti-
cal) reference”, “Perspective”, “Psychology” etc. If they 
were associated with nouns such as “context”, “subject”, 
“diversity” or any other term not analogous to those al-
ready mentioned, this search was disregarded and the 
order listed above was continued. If there were any 
doubts and/or exclusive use of broader terms, such as 
“socio-historical”, “socio- interactionism”, “socio-con-
structivism” — which do not necessarily indicate a link 
with cultural-historical theory, as they could be linked 
to authors from other theoretical frameworks -, it was 
also checked whether Vygotsky or any of his closest col-
laborators (Aleksei Leontiev, Aleksandr Luria, Daniil 
Elkonin, among others) had appeared as a bibliographi-
cal reference in at least 2 texts among the articles in sci-
entific journals published recently by the group leader 
(and vice-leader, respectively).

Based on the criteria listed above, we arrived at the 
following results:

Some research groups were displayed under more 
than one keyword, so the final number does not cor-
respond to the simple sum of the “Selected” column in 
Table 1. The total number of research groups we ob-
tained from this methodological procedure was 138, of 
which 103 were in the field of Education and 35 in Psy-
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chology.However, as we mentioned earlier, we found 
that the platform has a problem: certain groups are not 
displayed as a result, even though they contain a key-
word in their mirror according to the selected criteria. 
To alleviate this problem, we compared our data with 
the inventory of Brazilian research groups in cultural-
historical theory, made by Asbahr and Oliveira (2021), 
with data obtained in 2018, and searched DGP-CNPq 
directly for the names of the missing research groups, 
in order to confirm which of them were still active or 
not, following the same selection criteria adopted for 
the previous groups, especially the delimitations of area 
of knowledge, given that the aforementioned inventory 
does not restrict them. With this strategy, we found 16 
groups that should have been displayed in the previous 
searches — due to the problems with the platform itself 
already mentioned — of which 11 are from Education 
and 5 from Psychology, totaling 154 groups, of which 
114 are from the Education sphere (74,03%) and 40 
from the Psychology sphere (25,97%).

Results

As previously mentioned, in order to present an over-
view of Brazilian research groups that study or establish 
a dialogue with authors of cultural-historical theory, 
a survey was carried out on the CNPq platform, more 
specifically, in the Directory of Research Groups. It is 
important to note that the data obtained in the previous 
section does not correspond exactly to reality, as not all 
groups are registered on the platform. There are higher 
education institutions, especially private ones, which do 
not require their researchers to register. Therefore, the 

scenario we present corresponds to what we found on 
the CNPq Platform and we emphasize that we are cer-
tain that the number of groups studying or carrying out 
research related to cultural-historical theory in Brazil 
could be much higher.

The survey showed that of the total of 154 groups 
found according to the descriptors chosen, 140 groups 
(90,9%) are in public educational institutions and 14 
(9,1%) in private institutions. This data shows the im-
portance that public educational institutions attach to 
recording activities carried out by groups of their re-
searchers.

Another significant finding is the greater presence 
of groups in the field of Education. Of the total of 
154 groups identified on the Platform, according to the 
search keywords and eliminating the groups that show 
no evidence of working with the theory, it was found 
that 114 (74%) are concentrated in the field of Educa-
tion and 40 (26%) in the field of Psychology. This data 
provokes a reflection related mainly to Vygotsky’s in-
tellectual production, since it is known that, although 
he joined the tasks of the field of education after the 
Russian Socialist Revolution of 1917, his studies con-
centrated on investigations into the development of 
human psychological processes, revolutionizing the 
field of psychology, which was steeped in a biological 
and deterministic view. From the survey data we can 
see that, in Brazil, his studies are much more present in 
research linked to the field of education.

Another important fact revealed by the survey is 
the regional location of these groups. Brazil is divided 
into 26 states and the Federal District, where the coun-
try’s capital is located. When analyzing the data from 
the survey, it can be seen that of the total (154), most 

Table 2
Incidence by category of each keyword

Key words Search Outside the parameters Excluded Removed from search Selected
Vygotsky 25 4 - - 21
Vygotski 3 1 1 - 1
Vygotsky 15 4 - 1 10
Vygotsky 2 - - - 2
Leontiev 13 3 - 1 9
Luria 17 12 1 - 4
Historical-cultural 148 25 2 15 106
Socio-historical 70 43 - 10 17
Socio-historical 52 28 - 17 7
Activity theory 24 6 - 2 16
Socio-cultural 31 25 - 5 1
Sociocultural 116 74 - 36 6
Socio-interactionism 1 1 - - -
Socio-interactionist 1 1 - - -
Socio-constructivism 2 1 - 1 -
Socio-constructivist - - - - -
Soviet psychology - - - - -
Psychology and Marxism 6 1 - - 4
Marxist psychology 2 - - 1 1

Source: prepared by the authors.
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research groups are in the Southeast (65/42,21%) and 
South (27/17,53%) regions, with the state of São Paulo 
concentrating the majority (38/24,68%), followed by 
Minas Gerais (17/11,04%). There is a certain coherence 
in this data, as the Southeast has historically been the 
main center of economic and social development in Bra-
zil, attracting greater investment in education, research 
and culture.

Выготский’s surname has been spelled in different ways 
since his works landed in Brazil. From the survey data, it 
can be seen that the transliteration most used by the groups 
is Vigotski (21), although the English transliteration (Vy-
gotsky) still appears with some occurrence (10).

It is worth highlighting a fact identified by the sur-
vey, which shows changes in the name of the theory de-
veloped by Vygotsky. It is still possible to see that there 
are groups that use the names socio-historical (17) and 
socio-cultural (7), but the vast majority name the theory 
correctly — cultural-historical (107). In addition, the 
survey shows that the terms socio-interactionism, socio-
interactionist, socio-constructivism and socio-construc-
tivist do not appear among the research groups.

Conclusions

Although the arrival of Vygotsky’s works in Brazil 
took place almost 40 years ago, the dissemination of his 
thought unfortunately took place based on translations 
and editions that mutilated his writings and thus mis-
represented important ideas from his studies and theo-
retical-methodological investigations. The survey pre-
sented in this text does not go into this issue in depth, 
nor does it discuss the bibliographical references used in 
the intellectual production of the research groups regis-
tered with DGP-CNPq. We have restricted ourselves to 
some more general aspects of the current scenario, even 
though we know, as has been pointed out, that it does 
not correspond exactly to reality.

We believe that the information presented and ana-
lyzed here meets the objectives we set for this article. 
A  future article will probably be able to present more 
detailed data and analyze the state of the art regarding 
the works of Vygotsky and his collaborators that serve as 
the basis for the scientific elaborations of the aforemen-
tioned groups listed in the DGP-CNPq.
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