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Abstract

Context and relevance. The study is devoted to the study of the factors
of the application of moral prohibition in ethically loaded situations. The rel-
evance of the work is determined by the insufficient study of the interaction of
personal characteristics and parameters of the situation in the application of
moral prohibition, as well as its practical significance for the development of
training programs for university students to make morally relevant decisions,
taking into account the contextual specifics of moral choice. Objective. This
study aims to evaluate the extent to which personal characteristics contribute
to the imperative, completeness, reasonableness, and consistency of apply-
ing moral prohibitions, considering variations in context and the focus of the
moral agent’s actions. Methods and materials. Sample: 195 students (M
age = 20,02, SD = 1,34). The author’s situational methodology is applied,
which models realistic scenarios of the application of prohibition in different
subject contexts (legal, medical, everyday) with an egocentric (the student
acted as a moral agent himself) and an allocentric (the application of pro-
hibition from the perspective of Another, anonymous moral agent) focus of
action. Personal characteristics were measured by a selected package of
diagnostic techniques. The main method of analysis is regression analysis.
Results. It has been established that: a) the predictive effect of personal
characteristics manifested itself in the medical context and in situations with
an egocentric focus of action; b) for the same criteria of moral prohibition,
different personal predictors were identified in different contexts; c) the ethical
position and sociomoral reflection that are already ingrained in the structure
of students’ moral personality make the greatest contribution to the applica-
tion of moral prohibition. Conclusions. The subject context of an ethically
loaded situation can both negate the role of personal characteristics in medi-
ating the application of a moral prohibition, and, on the contrary, strengthen it.
The data obtained in this study may be important for changing the university’s
educational environment through the application of research practices aimed
at identifying predictors of morally relevant decisions.
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Pestome

KoHTeKCT u aKTyanbHoOCTb. ViccnefoBaHne nocBALLEHO U3Y4YeHWo hakTo-
POB MPVYMEHEHNA MOPAsIbHOIO 3anpeTta B 3TUYECKM Harpy>XeHHbIX cutyauu-
AX. AKTyanbHOCTb paboTbl ONpepenseTcs HefoCTAaTOYHOM W3YYEeHHOCTLIO
B3aMMOAENCTBNS NIMYHOCTHBIX XapakTepucTMK M napamMeTpoB cuTyauuu B
NPYMEHeHUN MOoparnbHOro 3anpeTa, a Takxe MNPakTU4eCKOW 3HaYMMOCTbIO
Ans pa3paboTku Nporpamm 06yHeHWsa CTYAEHTOB BY30B MPUHATUIO MOPasibHO
peneBaHTHbIX PELLEeHUI C y4eTOM KOHTEKCTYanbHOW Ccrneumgmkn MopanbHOro
Bbl6opa. Llenb. OueHnTb BKNaA JIMHYHOCTHBIX XapakTEPUCTUK B UMMepaTue-
HOCTb, MOMHOTY, apryMeHTUPOBAHHOCTb W COMNacOBaHHOCTb MPUMEHEHUs
MOpanbHOro 3anpeta fnpu BapbMpOBaHUW KOHTEKCTa M hoKyca AeicTBuA
MopanbHoro areHta. Metoabl u matepuanbl. Bbi6opka: 195 cTyneHToB
(M Bo3p. = 20,02, SD = 1,34). NpumeHeHa aBTOpcKas CUTyaLMOHHas MeTo-
OvKa, MopenvpyloLlas peanucTuyeckne CLueHapum npuMeHeHus 3anpeta B
Pa3HbIX NPEAMETHbIX KOHTEKCTax (MpaBoOBOM, MEOUUMHCKUA, XXUTENCKUI) C
3roLEeHTPMPOBaHHbIM (B Ka4ecTBe MOPasibHOro areHTa CTyAeHT AeicteoBan
caM) 1 annoueHTPUpOBaHHbIM (MPUMEHEHWE 3arnpeTa ¢ no3vuun [pyroro,
aHOHUMHOI0 MOpanbHOro areHTa) )oKycoM AercTBUA. JIMHHOCTHbIE Xapak-
TEPUCTUKN U3MEPANNCL NOA0OPAHHBIM MAaKeTOM AMArHOCTUHECKMX METOAMK.
OCHOBHOI MeTo[, aHanM3a — perpeccuoHHbIN aHanus. Pe3ynbratbl. YcTa-
HOBMEHO: a) npefckasatesbHbl 3PMEKT NIMYHOCTHBIX XapakTepuUCTUK Npo-
ABWUNCA B MEAMLMHCKOM KOHTEKCTE M B CUTyaUUsX C 3roLeHTPUPOBaHHbLIM
dhokycom fAencTeusi; 6) AN OQHMX U TEX Xe KpUTepueB MopanbHOro 3anpe-
Ta B pasHbIX KOHTEKCTaX BblsiBMIEHbl Pa3finyHble IMYHOCTHbIE MPEeAVKTOPbI;
B) HanbonblUMI BKNag B NPMMEHEHVWEe MOparnbHOro 3anpeTta BHOCAT yXe
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YKOPEHUBLUMECH B CTPYKType MOpasibHOM NNMYHOCTU CTYAEHTOB 3TMYecKas
nosuums n coumomopanbHas pedrnekcus. BoiBoabl. MNpegMeTHbIN KOHTEKCT
3TUYECKU Harpy>XEeHHON CUTyaLMM MOXET Kak HUBENMPOBaTb POfb JINYHOCT-
HbIX XapakTepUCTUK B ONOCPEACTBOBAHMN NPUMEHEHUS MOPanbHOro 3anpeTa,
TaK 1, HanpoTuB, ycunueatb ee. Mofy4eHHble B HACTOsLLEM McCnefoBaHnm
HaHHble MOryT 6bITb BaXHBIMW AN USMEHEHV 06pa3oBaTefibHON cpefbl YHU-
BepcuteTa nyTem NpUMEHEHUs UCCIIe[oBaTEeNbCKMUX NPaKTUK, 06paLLEHHbIX K
BbISIBNIEHWIO NPEANKTOPOB MOPANbHO PENeBaHTHbIX PELLEHNIA.

KnroueBble cyioBa: MopasibHbIi 3anpeT, KpUTepumn NpUMEHeHUsi MopasibHoOro
3anpera, 3TUYECKW HarpyXXeHHasi CUTyauusl, KOHTEKCT cuTyauuu, hoKyc aen-
CTBMSI MOPasbHOMO areHTa, JIMYHOCTHbIE MPeauKTOPbI
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Introduction

A number of events of the twenty-first
century, which caused a wide public dis-
cussion, painfully and vividly highlighted
the role of moral prohibitions in regulating
individual and social lifestyles. In order to
realize their inevitability, the modern stu-
dent no longer needs to turn to fictional
moral dilemmas. Everyday life in society
turns into an arena of moral choice, moral
contradictions, and conflict of moral val-
ues. This implies that young people should
be able to relate their ethical principles to
the conflicting demands of the situation
and make decisions based on moral pro-
hibitions.

Student years are an important period
for the development of social normativity
competencies. Young people deeply ana-
lyze themselves and their identity, enter-
ing into new relationships, expanding their
worldview in acquaintance with different
cultures through the reflexive develop-
ment of ethical aspects of the application
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of knowledge, through which consensus is
reached in social dilemmas and moral is-
sues (Rest, Thoma, 1985).

Despite this, only a few works study
the development of moral decision-making
processes by students, considering the
circumstances of moral choice that are
significant for their social and professional
development. Studies provide contradic-
tory data. On the one hand, it is recognized
that young people understand why it is
necessary to act morally rather than im-
morally, are able to take into account the
moral point of view, even if they do not act
in accordance with it, consistently focus on
moral norms, and consider universal norms
as relevant and key in resolving moral con-
tradictions (Gorbacheva, 2013; Molchanov,
Markina, 2014; Derryberry et al., 2005;
Santos, 2024). On the other hand, it is not-
ed that this is typical for the initial stage of
university studies, and at subsequent stag-
es students do not acquire new moral com-
petencies and even show less moral matu-
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rity and willingness to be guided by moral
prohibitions (Levkova et al., 2019; Myyry,
Juuj rvi, Pesso, 2013). Discrepancies were
found in the moral values they declared and
the decisions they made (Lezhneva, 2022;
Jarrar, 2013; Vadher, Vajpayee, Sanghani,
2023). Researchers point to the moral dif-
ferentiation of students, traditionally asso-
ciating a heterogeneous level of maturity
of moral judgments with personal qualities
(Liao, Mironenko, 2021; Aybek, Cavdar,

ayku , 2015; Jarrar, 2013). The role of
specific individual and personal character-
istics in resolving moral contradictions is
still debatable. It is no coincidence that the
"repertoire" of values and personality traits
correlated with moral judgments is con-
stantly expanding (Pogozhina, Sergeeva,
2024; Reig-Aleixandre, 2024).

Despite the postulated stable relation-
ship between personality and the nature
of reasoning in situations of moral choice,
indicators of the contribution of certain per-
sonality characteristics to the moral quality
of conclusions are inconclusive, which is
confirmed by the fact that the quantitative
parameters of such a relationship hardly
reached the required level of significance
(Bollich et al., 2016; Lee et al., 2021; Van
den Berg, Kroesen, Chorus, 2022).

Using the criteria of universality or, on
the contrary, the relativity of moral require-
ments in unrelated hypothetical scenarios
of "sacrificial' dilemmas, young people
each time find themselves in separate
"moral universes" far from the real circum-
stances of their lives. No, this is not my
opinion, but it is important that the moral
decisions taken are not aimed at leading
to serious consequences for the state and
society. civic experience (Bostin, Roets,
2022). Despite attempts to make classical
"sacrificial" dilemmas more realistic and
thus provide the required external validity,
for example, by using immersive virtual re-

ality or including more exciting and under-
standable details of the situation (Carron,
2024; Wang, Chen, 2021), sets of dilem-
mas suggesting two solutions — deonto-
logical or utilitarian — are still perceived
as poorly contextualized (Kerner, German,
2023; Shaina, 2020) or overly simplified
and not taking into account key contex-
tual factors (Carron, Blanc, Brigaud, 2022;
Carr, Hannikane, 2022).

The specificity of moral choice in real-
istic scenarios is such that it is carried out
in a normatively heterogeneous context in
which social norms, including ethical stan-
dards and rules of moral behavior, corre-
late with universal moral values and moral
principles. In our opinion, such situations
can be categorized as ethically loaded.
The use of this term to denote a situation
of moral choice is dictated by an attempt to
contrast the dilemmas of the sacrificial (trol-
ley) type, where the subject needs to make
a choice between two obvious alternatives
(deontological and utilitarian), with realistic
dilemmas based on real situations of social
interaction. The study of the application of
prohibitions in moral issues that are impor-
tant for students' orientation, which have
to be solved in realistic scenarios of their
activities, can provide a better understand-
ing of the relationship between their moral
thinking and personal characteristics than
the research models traditionally used in
moral psychology.

Methodology and research methods

In ethically loaded situations (herein-
after referred to as ELS), depending on
their context, the moral prohibition each
time takes on a characteristic format of
actions implemented as a response to
specific "challenges" of the context of
the situation. The application of a moral
prohibition is revealed through the criteria
characterizing it. Imperativeness reveals
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how categorical a decision is made under
the conditions of different moral norms
of universal and socially conventional or-
ders. Completeness reflects the degree of
exhaustion of the structural description of
the composition of the moral contradiction
(the conditions under which moral choice
is made). Argumentativeness shows
which arguments (moral, non-moral, or
hybrid) are used to justify a decision to
follow or evade a moral prohibition. Con-
sistency reveals the measure of sustain-
ability of a decision and its justification
in the changing context of the ELS. The
analysis of the manifestations of the ap-
plication of the indicated criteria of moral
prohibition was carried out by us from a
functional point of view. Namely, we have
consistently used the concepts of "norms
of ethics, morality, and morality," given
that they all set standards for reasoning
and behavior and serve as a guide for de-
cision-making, that is, they act as regula-
tors of the application of moral prohibition.

In order to better understand the
mechanisms underlying the manifesta-
tions of prohibition criteria, it is important
to study them in connection with personal
characteristics that meaningfully char-
acterize value-oriented aspects of moral
thinking. When substantiating the theo-
retical model of the application of moral
prohibition, the following personal char-
acteristics were attributed (Gorbacheva,
Kabanov, 2024): moral orientation of the
individual, socio-moral reflection, ethical
position, moral identity, reflexivity, and
the formation of ethical concepts, and
these last two characteristics represent
the personality in terms of its moral func-
tioning and the development of moral
guidelines. They are dispositional in na-
ture and therefore cannot be considered
as a basis for a moral prohibition but indi-
cate the likelihood of its application.
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Of course, it is impossible to expect
with full confidence that all of them, or at
least most of them, will be able to perform
a predictive role in relation to the meaning-
ful fulfilment by students of all their criteria.
Determining the expediency of considering
personal characteristics as predictors of the
application of prohibition in individual moral
thinking, we will proceed from the fact that
thinking in the moral sphere and the per-
sonal properties of a moral personality are
significantly interrelated, since both de-
velop and acquire psychological maturity in
prosocial interactions (Volovikova, 2012).

The purpose of the research presented
here is to evaluate the contribution that
personality characteristics and their aggre-
gates make to the realization of the impera-
tiveness, completeness, argumentative-
ness, and consistency of the application of
moral prohibition when varying the contex-
tual conditions of their joint action. To study
how students apply moral prohibition, a
situational methodology was developed.
In each situation, the acting character, un-
der pressure from the moral values of the
general (universal values) and the group
level (moral rules and socio-conventional
norms of communities), decides to violate
the moral prohibition presented in different
subject contexts (legal, medical, everyday).
The scenarios for the situations were bor-
rowed from interviews with representatives
of the medical and legal professions, as well
as real-life cases shared by participants or
witnesses on social media. The mentioned
interviews are usually structured as follows.
Participants are asked to talk about one or
more ethically difficult situations that they
have encountered in their professional ac-
tivities. At the same time, what exactly is
considered an ethically difficult situation is
deliberately not specified by the research-
ers, which allows the interview participants
to determine for themselves what they
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consider ethically difficult. The purpose of
such interviews is to get as detailed stories
as possible. Therefore, interviewers try
not to interrupt the respondents' narration
or distract them from their thoughts. If in-
terviewees find it difficult to reflect on the
events they recall and relate on their own,
researchers can ask questions aimed at
clarifying the respondents' thoughts, feel-
ings, and actions (Torjuul, Nordam, and
S rlie, 2005). Thus, the hero of the situa-
tion himself, either without the help of the
interviewer or with the help of his leading
questions, focuses in his story on what
caused him moral tension in the situation
he was presenting. Thus, the received in-
terview texts reflect the ethical load vectors
that act on the hero of the real situation, and
which we have preserved and considered
when designing ethically loaded situations
for our research. In addition, in selecting
from many situations that we constructed
based on the stories of real people about
real cases from our practice, we sought to
take into account the drawback noted by
some authors of using realistic-type dilem-
mas, which lies in the style of presenting
dilemmas. Namely, "when some dilemmas
are written in colorful language and contain
many emotionally loaded adjectives, while
others are filled with technical vocabulary
and abstract reasoning, there is reason
to believe that moral decisions, emotional
arousal, and underlying neural activity will
be caused by the style of presentation rath-
er than conceptual differences between
dilemmas" (Christensen, Gomila, 2012).
Indeed, in the stories of individual subjects,
which they shared in their interviews and
which we used to construct our stimulus
material, there are expressive statements
that convey their emotional attitude to the
situation and, therefore, of course, can
affect the recipient, for example, causing
sympathy for the victim. Therefore, when

creating our own situations, we tried to
eliminate emotionally loaded vocabulary
while maintaining only the vector of emo-
tional tension (what the hero of the real
situation was worried about, but not how
intensely he did it).

The methodology included 12 situations
(4 for each subject context). Half of them
were formulated in such a way that the stu-
dent seemed to act on his own (egocentric
focus of action), the other half assumed an
allocentric focus of action (the decision is
made on behalf of the acting character).
The subjects were asked, firstly, to evalu-
ate the correctness of the decision made
by the protagonist in each of the proposed
situations and, secondly, to justify their as-
sessment. Examples of situations and in-
structions for them are illustrated in Fig. 1.

The first instruction was accompanied
by an evaluation scale (a seven-point Likert
scale with gradations from unambiguous
non-application to unambiguous applica-
tion), which would allow us to judge the
degree of imperative with which the re-
spondent suggests following the moral pro-
hibition actualized by him. The scoring was
carried out inversely: the more "weight"
the imperativeness of the moral prohibition
received, the less the subject agreed with
the decision made by the hero of the ELS
(respectively, the scores were distributed
from 1 point — violation of the moral prohi-
bition — to 7 points — following it).

The second instruction provided a jus-
tification for its assessment. In accordance
with the previously developed and tested
coding categories and units of content
analysis (Gorbacheva, Kabanov, 2024),
the following were measured: complete-
ness of the structural description of the
situation (covering the main components of
the moral contradiction underlying the ELS:
the values of the heroes of situations and
the motives to follow them, as well as the
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Instruction. You are invited to familiarize yourself with 6 situations and answer 2 questions that express your opinion on

each situation.

Terrorist attack
The Terrorist investigation department received information
from an informant that an explosion would take place at one
of the city's facilities in a day. The exact time of the explosion
and the location are not known, besides, a holiday is taking
place in the city, and if the criminals are not neutralized, there
will be significant casualties. A man suspected of having
links with terrorists was detained the day before.
Interrogations do not yicld anything, the defendant is
confident and does not respond to threats and

LEGAL

Bank robbery
You are investigating a robbery at a bank. A huge amount of
money has been stolen, and there are dead and injured people.
They managed to detain only one of the gang members, a
local resident, who, despite long and grueling interrogations,
denies his involvement in the robbery and does not give out
his accomplices, who, as the investigation knows, lived in his
house for several days. It is possible that the seventeen-year-
old son of the defendant, to whom he is noticeably attached,

We can't delay any longer, because hundreds of human lives
are at stake. The investigator decides to use forceful methods
of inquiry so that the detainee, under torture, would give up
his accomplices as soon as possible.

has in about where the gang is hiding. You decide
to arrest the young man, and warn the uncooperative criminal
that if he does not give the necessary testimony during the
day, his son will be put in the same cell with the "scumbags",
from whom you can expect anything.

Urgent surgery
The doctor works in the intensive care unit, where all the beds
are oceupied by very old patients. On his shift, a middle-aged
man enters the department in critical condition and needs
immediate surgery, but there is no room in the department.
The surgeon urgently needs to make a decision, postpone the
operation and wait until a bed is available or transfer one of
the elderly patients to another department, which can
seriously damage the quality of medical care for the latter. He
decides to abandon the operation and leave everything as it is.

MEDICAL

Organ (ransplantation

You work in a clinic that specializes in organ transplantation,
and for the first time you come across the fact that an
available organ is medically suitable for two of your patients
who are in your clinic, and therefore equidistant from it. You
are aware that the recipient is selected only in accordance
with medical indications that take into account the severity of
the patient's condition, his immunological and genetic
characteristics. At the same time, the pnonty of donor organs
should not be i by i fying the ges of
individual groups and special financing. Therefore, if the
organ is almost equally suitable for two recipients, and they
are both in critical condition and cannot wait long, then the
doctor should give preference to the one who "got on” the
"waiting list" earlier. You have been contacted by relatives of
the second patient, who are major benefactors of the clinic,
help with the supply of equipment and ask for an organ
transplant, indicating that they can financially help your
clinic. You agree to perform surgery on the second patient in
line, citing the immunological incompatibility of the first
patient.

A young couple
The couple has been dating for several years, and finally
decided to formalize their relationship by setting a date for
submitting an application to the registry office and informing
their parents of their desire to marry. But the young man
begins to doubt more and more that this is really his woman,
and that marrying her will make him happy. More and more,
he is inclined to believe that it is better for them to break up.
He's even glad that she doesn't come to him or call. Two days
later, the girl's mother calls him and informs him that her
daughter has been in an accident and she is going to have a
serious operation. He rushes to the hospital and makes sure
that the girl has really suffered serious injuries. Despite the
suffering and pain, she rejoices at his arrival, thanks him for
his support, asks him to call the registry office and reschedule
the wedding, which they have been wmlu:\g for. The young

EVERYDAY

Friend-counselor
For many years, you have been traveling as a counselor to a
children's health camp. Over the years, you have established
yourself as a qualified specialist, and before the next shift, the
camp director asks for your help in selecting counselors for
her. Your friend was inspired by your impressions of working
with children in camps, and studied at the courses of
leadership skills. He was active in the classroom, successfully
passed all the final tests and asks you to recommend him to
the camp director. However, you know that a friend has a
behavioral disorder: he has a short temper, can be rde in the
heat of the moment, often makes sarcastic remarks that offend
other people, occasionally loses self-control, during which he
can push someone or break something. This behavior starts
abruptly, ends very quickly, and although he regrets what

man decides not to for
both of them and informs |1|em that he has changed his mind,
and there will be no wedding.

pp after it, he is unable to control it. You know that
one of the main requirements for counselors is balance, and a
counselor is an authority for children, a reference carrier of
information about the norms of behavior and relationships
between people. After much thought, you decide not to betray
your friend to the director.

correct. Circle the corresponding number.
2 3

4

Evaluate how correct the decision is on a scale from 1 to 7, where 1 is absolutely wrong and 7 is absolutely

5 6 7

Provide arguments supporting your assessment of the decision:

Fig. 1. Stimulus material and instructions for the situational technique
“The application of moral prohibition in an ethically loaded situation”

DIMINIDODA
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moral principles limiting them) (a scale from
0 was used up to 1,5, depending on the
number of mentions of the mentioned com-
ponents of the moral contradiction); argu-
mentativeness, that is, the relevance of at-
tribution of the moral agent's action, which
was assessed on a scale from 0 to 2 points:
2 b — the moral prohibition is considered in
its essential characteristics (as a universal
value: for example, any life is inviolable); 1
b — the moral prohibition is considered in
terms of moral arguments in accordance
with the ethical principles of local corpo-
rate standards of behavior (for example, to
demonstrate respect for a superior person
or follow the rules of corporate ethics); 0,5
b — hybrid attribution using moral and non-
moral arguments; 0 b — only non-moral at-
tribution. Consistency in the application of
a moral prohibition was defined as consis-
tency in: imperativeness, completeness of
structuring, and the nature of argumenta-
tion in justifying a moral prohibition, and its
indicator was calculated as the ratio of the
percentage of points received for similar
responses to the total score for each of the
measured indicators, brought to a single
scale (from 0 to 100).

The following techniques were used to
identify personal characteristics.

1. Methodology for the diagnosis of re-
flexivity of thinking (O.A. Anisimov) (Anisi-
mov, 1994). The overall score on the scales
was calculated as the level of reflexivity.

2. The questionnaire of D.R. Forsyth's
ethical positions adapted by A.A. Fedorov
and 1.V. Badiev (Fedorov, Badiev, 2018)
was used to assess the severity of ethical
positions represented by two orthogonal
factors — relativism and idealism.

3. The test of the formation of ethical
concepts (E.Y. Zhidkova) (Zhidkova, 2013)
is aimed at determining the measure of the
formation of ethical generalizations. The
general indicator of the formation of ethical

concepts of justice, altruism, and honesty
was taken into account.

4. Methodology of moral identity
(E.Il. Gorbacheva, E.A. Zykova). The analy-
sis included the severity of positive moral
identity and indeterminate moral identity.

5. Situational test "Moral choice"
(E.l. Gorbacheva) (Gorbacheva, 2013) es-
tablishes the level of normative acceptance
in the moral sphere, indicating the moral
orientation of the individual.

6. Methods of diagnosis of sociomoral
reflection (J. Gibbs, K. Basinger and
D. Fuller) adapted by A.A. Khvostov (Kh-
vostov, 2001). The level of sociomoral re-
flection was determined, correlated with the
stages of moral maturity of the individual.

The research was aimed at testing
hypotheses: 1) the relationship between
personal characteristics and criteria for the
application of a moral prohibition and the
features of these relationships in different
contexts of situations, both substantive
and setting different focuses of the moral
agent's action; and 2) that both common
and different personality predictors will be
identified for the criteria of moral prohibi-
tion, and none of them, as well as their to-
tality, will have sufficient power to predict
the results of applying a moral prohibition
that meets its criteria of imperativeness,
completeness, argumentativeness, and
consistency. The main method of data
analysis has become the method of mul-
tiple linear regression. A linear relationship
was modeled between explanatory (inde-
pendent) variables (personality character-
istics) and response variables (dependent),
represented by indicators of the application
of moral prohibition.

A two-part research strategy was used.
During the first series, 220 students were
offered a block of 12 ELS, in which situa-
tions with different subject contexts (law,
medicine, and everyday situations) are
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randomly arranged. Among them were
situations with different focuses of action
(allo- and egocentric). In the next series,
after discarding incomplete and partially
completed response forms, 195 respon-
dents were left with whom methods were
conducted to identify the above-mentioned
personal characteristics, which, according
to theoretical justification, could to one de-
gree or another mediate the application of
a moral prohibition.

The results of the study

Multiple regression analysis made it
possible to identify the most significant
personal characteristics that are in direct
interaction with one or another indicator of
moral prohibition. A multiple linear regres-
sion was performed, in which the criteria
for the application of moral prohibition and
eight personality characteristics, more or
less associated with the implementation
of moral thinking, were simultaneously in-
troduced into the model as predictors. 20
such models were constructed (for each
of the four criteria of moral prohibition in
each of the three contexts (legal, medical,
and everyday) and two focuses of action of
moral agents (egocentric and allocentric)).
Predictors in all models were personal-
ity characteristics: reflexivity, ethical posi-
tion — relativism, ethical position — ideal-
ism, formation of ethical concepts, positive
moral identity, indefinite moral identity,
moral orientation of the individual, and so-
ciomoral reflection. The table shows the
results of regression analysis, which make
it possible to judge the correspondence of
the obtained models to the hypotheses put
forward, and provides a brief description of
regression models and their results, which
make it possible to assess the cumulative
impact of personal predictors on the mod-
eled indicators of moral prohibition — im-
perativeness, completeness, argumenta-
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tiveness and consistency in changing ELS
contexts. The standard method of multiple
linear regression (Ordinary Least Squares,
OLS) was used. All independent variables
were included in the model simultaneously,
without using step-by-step selection (direct
or reverse). This approach corresponds
to the standard multiple linear regression
without additional procedures for selecting
variables.

According to the Darbin-Watson crite-
rion, the factors unaccounted for in the
model do not have a unidirectional effect
on the dependent variables: all values of
the criterion (DW) are in the range of 1,5—
2,5, which indicates that there is no bias
in the estimates of the regression coeffi-
cients. Based on the results shown in the
table (these are the values of the coef-
ficients of determination (R?) and, above
all, the adjusted R?, indicating a small,
and in most cases extremely small, pro-
portion of variance in the indicators of the
application of the moral prohibition), it can
be seen that the constructed regression
models have weak predictive power, and
none of them can be considered as confi-
dent proof that there is a single pattern of
personality characteristics that are highly
likely to identify whether all indicators of
the application of the moral prohibition
will be fully implemented. At the same
time, their statistically proven predic-
tors were identified for individual indica-
tors of moral prohibition. In an ELS with
an egocentric focus of action, personal
characteristics collectively contribute
to the implementation of the imperative
(F(8,1054) = 2,39; p = 0,01), argumenta-
tiveness (F(8,1021) =2,77; p=0,005) and
consistency (F(8,171) = 2,83; p = 0,01)
of the application of moral prohibition.
In an ELS with a medical context, for the
sake of completeness of the structural
description (F(8,859) = 2,21; p = 0,02)



[op6adesa E.N., KabaHos K.B., XaBebino A.B. (2025)
[MpeanKTOopbI NPUMEHEHMS MOpanbHOro 3anpeTa CTyAeHTamu. ..
Mcuxonornyeckas Hayka v obpasosaHve,

30(5), 124-141.

Gorbacheva E.I., Kabanov K.V., Khavylo A.V. (2025)
Predictors of the use of moral prohibition by university students...
Psychological Science and Education,

30(5), 124-141.

and the argumentativeness of the moral
prohibition (F(8,861) = 3,71; p = 0,000)
established a significant condition for
interaction with personal characteristics.

Fig. 2 and Fig. 3 show all the significant
responses in the application of the moral
prohibition caused by personal predictors
in different contexts and focuses of action,
with standardized regression coefficients
(B) indicating their statistical significance.

In Fig. 2, it is easy to see that the pre-
dictive effect of a larger number of per-
sonality characteristics was manifested
mainly in medical ELS. It is noteworthy
that different personality predictors have
been identified for the same criteria of
moral prohibition, depending on the con-
text of its application.

In the models of the completeness of
prohibition in the legal context, the inter-
active interaction of this criterion of moral
prohibition, the ethical position of idealism,
the formation of ethical concepts has been
revealed, whereas in medical ELS, a reli-
able response of completeness to both this
ethical position and reflexivity has been es-
tablished. In the models of argumentative-
ness of prohibition in the medical context,
predicted conditions of interaction of this
criterion were found for a greater number
of personal characteristics (sociomoral
reflection, ethical position, idealism, and
moral orientation of the individual) than in
a similar model constructed for legal ELS.

In the model of consistency of moral
prohibition for everyday and medical con-

Table

Brief characteristics of regression models and their results, revealing
the cumulative contribution of personality predictors to the variability of indicators
of the application of moral prohibition

Regression model R? Adj R? SE df F p-value | DW

@ Legal ELS 0,004 | —0,005 | 6,333 | 8-882 | 0,484 0,868 2,16
% Medical ELS 0,006 | 0,003 | 6,287 | 8-877 | 0,712 0,681 2,35
-% Everyday ELS 0,006 | 0,003 | 6,216 | 8-878 | 0,655 0,731 2,40
?g Egocentric ELS 0,018 | 0,010 | 2,051 | 8-1054 | 2,395 0,015 1,98
E Allocentric ELS 0,012 0,005 | 2,07 |8-1052| 1,613 0,117 1,86
@ Legal ELS 0,015| 0,006 | 0,613 | 8-862 | 1,617 0,116 2,15
% Medical ELS 0,020 | 0,011 | 0,591 | 8-859 | 2,214 0,025 1,97
% Everyday ELS 0,007 | 0,002 | 0,636 | 8-854 | 0,768 0,631 2,16
g Egocentric ELS 0,013| 0,006 | 0,370 | 8-1019 | 1,733 0,087 1,79
o Allocentric ELS 0,008 | 0,0001 | 0,383 | 8-1025 | 1,01 0,427 2,11
&b Legal ELS 0,009 | -0,0001 | 0,770 | 8-862 | 0,996 0,437 1,99
'3% m Medical ELS 0,033 | 0,024 1,16 | 8-861 | 3,709 0,000 2,05
G 3B Everyday ELS 0,006 | -0,003 | 1,11 | 8-856 | 0,668 0,719 2,03
% < Egocentric ELS 0,021 | 0,014 | 0,723 | 8-1021 | 2,77 0,005 1,86
< Allocentric ELS 0,006 | —0,002 | 0,592 | 8-1027 | 0,80 0,603 2,02
- Legal ELS 0,083 | -0,012 | 11,75 | 8-171 | 0,732 0,663 2,17
§ Medical ELS 0,068 | 0,024 | 12,66 | 8-171 | 1,548 0,144 1,93
.'UQ’ Everyday ELS 0,063| 0,019 | 13,21 | 8-171 | 1,435 0,185 2,06
§ Egocentric ELS 0,117 | 0,076 18,68 | 8-171 | 2,832 0,006 2,02
Allocentric ELS 0,036| 0,010 | 14,56 | 8-171 | 0,787 0,615 1,99
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Fig. 2. Personal characteristics as predictors of the implementation of criteria of moral prohibition
in situations with different subject contexts

texts, various effects of personal predictors
have been established. In the model con-
structed for medical ELS, consistency was
determined by reflexivity, whereas in the
everyday context, the coordinated applica-
tion of a moral prohibition was indicated by
sociomoral reflection.

Fig. 3 schematically shows that the re-
gression models for allocentric situations
do not reveal the effects of the interaction
of the application of moral prohibition and
personal characteristics. In the ELS with an
egocentric focus of action, predicted condi-
tions of interaction with personal character-
istics were found for all criteria for the ap-
plication of the ban.

Discussion of the results

The results of the study show that in all
the regression models constructed, only
weak or very weak connections were found
between personal characteristics and spe-

134

cific indicators of the application of moral
prohibition. Overall, the largest effect (ad-
justed R?) found in linear regression models
was 0,08, while the clear majority of effects
were significantly less than 0,02. Many of
them turned out to be statistically insignifi-
cant even at the 5% level. These results
show that the personality characteristics
we study do not predict moral decision-
making well in the ELS. This confirms the
expectations arising from the conceptual
justification that the personality character-
istics under consideration, or at least most
of them, will not be able to fulfill a predictive
role in relation to the meaningfully relevant
implementation of all its criteria in students.
They also agree well with recently pub-
lished empirical evidence that both shared
moral values (Van den Berg, Kroesen,
Chorus, 2022) and personality traits are
poor predictors of a particular moral deci-
sion (Abbasi-Asl, Hashemi, 2019).
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Fig. 3. Personal characteristics as predictors of the implementation of criteria of moral prohibition
in situations with different focus of action of a moral agent

One explanation for the weak predictive
role of these characteristics lies in the spe-
cifics of the application of moral prohibition
in changing contexts. Thus, a more notice-
able influence of personal characteristics
on the consistency of the moral prohibition
was found when students evaluated and
argued its correctness in egocentric situ-
ations in which they were psychologically
involved, compared with their allocentric
counterparts.

Situations with a medical context elic-
ited a statistically significant, albeit weak,
personal response to the criteria of moral
prohibition. All predictors included in the
model (except for moral identity) sig-
nificantly determined the completeness,
argumentativeness, and consistency of
its application with one force or another.
Perhaps this is because the simulated con-
tradictions not only reflected the real moral
choices of medical professionals, but also
caused strong emotional reactions among
the study participants in connection with
the recent spread of the COVID-19 pan-
demic and the widespread coverage of the

moral aspects of overcoming it at all levels
of life. ldeas about the heroism and moral
responsibility of doctors fighting against
it, the moral stability of the personality of
patients and their family members, govern-
ment officials, etc. They could not but be
actualized in the minds of students, thereby
encouraging them to value perception and
analysis of the medical situation as a re-
sponsible moral choice. It is also important
that, despite the specificity of the tasks
solved in medicine, the moral attitude to-
wards a person as an unconditional value
is clearly the basis for the application of a
moral prohibition in them.

In the legal context, even such a weak
effect of personal characteristics turned out
to be completely insignificant. Perhaps this
is because the loss of the depth of moral
reflection and its personal correlates in de-
cisions is influenced by such a contextual
variable as the availability of professionally
stereotyped decisions and standards of in-
tra-organizational behavior for argumenta-
tion. In legal ELS, in which the prescriptive
role of regulatory regulators is presented
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more "prominently”, the external guidelines
of moral choice themselves can emphasize
the role of imperativeness and consistency
in the application of moral prohibition. At
the same time, in these situations, legal
and moral values are interrelated — they
simultaneously presuppose joint imple-
mentation and at the same time mutually
exclude each other. In order to substanti-
ate the predominantly moral orientation of
the decision in its correlation with the rec-
ognition of the legal assessment of illegal
behaviors and their danger to both an in-
dividual and society, it is necessary to act
from a position of one's own involvement
in the situation of moral choice (egocentric
focus of action), which will strengthen the
influence of personal predictors.

The contribution of personal charac-
teristics turned out to be insignificant in
everyday situations and manifested itself
only in terms of consistency, which was
indicated by an ethical position and socio-
moral reflection. In this type of situation,
as a rule, the usual schemes of its analy-
sis and moral heuristics are involved,
which are developed in detail within the
framework of models of ethical compro-
mise and moral justification (Molchanov,
2019; Gino, Norton, Weber, 2016). Al-
though moral norms are also prescriptive
in everyday situations, their violation or
fulfillment is regulated informally, through
traditions, customs, etc. They allow for
great opportunities for argumentation,
which makes it possible to justify the re-
jection of a moral prohibition by the indefi-
nite consequences of an immoral action.
At the same time, the imperative of duty
may not be taken into account if it is dif-
ficult to trace the long-term consequences
of the moral choice made.

All this indicates that the subject con-
text of the ELS can both negate the role of
personal characteristics in mediating the
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application of moral prohibition and, on the
contrary, strengthen it.

It would be too hasty to draw conclu-
sions about the specific role of personal
characteristics in the implementation of
the criteria for the application of the ban. In
this empirical study, we used the data and
data collection methods that were avail-
able to us. First of all, the sample included
sophomore students who have a number
of moral personality traits that are just tak-
ing shape (an ethical position or a certain
moral identity), and the low variability of
the indicators could lead to weak relation-
ships, which could not but affect the qual-
ity of the models.

The weak effect found between person-
al characteristics and moral decisions may
be due to the phenomenon of "moral disen-
gagement" (Bandura, 2002). As explained
above (in the section "Methodology and
research methods"), respondents' assess-
ment of the criteria of a moral prohibition
could be based on a deliberate rejection of
it in favor of a pragmatic or necessarily con-
venient course of action. This means that
the decision that was supposed to be moral
in the situation might not be perceived by
the respondents as such. If young people
considered prohibitions accepted from
themselves or from the position of someone
else as situationally conditioned, without
associating them with their moral qualities,
the results could not detect the effect of
personality interaction and the implementa-
tion of criteria for moral prohibition. Indeed,
even before the intention is realized in the
decision being made, the young man must
realize that in a situation his moral qualities
are being tested.

To our knowledge, no work has ex-
plored the role that personal development
can play in changing subject contexts of
moral decision-making. Considering that
many of the personal characteristics pre-
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sented in the study have not yet been con-
sidered in terms of the contribution they
make to the process of applying moral
prohibition, and that it is these character-
istics that are most open to change during
the student period, this work acquires a
certain scientific perspective.

Equally important for further research
of predictors of the application of moral
prohibition is the factor of inclusion in
professionally oriented educational dis-
course, possibly reinforcing the impact of
the context of the ELS. At the same time,
the contribution of personal characteris-
tics to the variability of indicators of moral
prohibition will be able to manifest itself
with greater demonstrativeness than it
was shown in this study. The verification
of this assumption will form the basis of
future research.

Conclusion

Today's young people have access to
different points of view and experiences
like never, which allows them to broaden
their moral horizons and develop more
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