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The relevance of the study is determined by the activation of malevolent creativity 

and the consequences of its implementation in behavior in the form of information 

wars, fraud and terrorism against the background of a special military operation in 

Ukraine. In a threatening socio-political context, the role of morality as a regulator 

of behavior is important. Foreign studies show that the relationship between moral-

ity and behavior is not unambiguous, and the research results contradict each other. 

In many ways, such discrepancies are associated with the use of tools that are not 

suitable for identifying the connection of morality with behavior. The article pre-

sents the results of adaptation of the Russian version of the questionnaire "Moral 

Identity" (K. Aquino, A. Reed). The advantage of this questionnaire is that the au-

thors used it to show the connection between the importance for a person of moral 

identity and moral behavior in everyday life. The two-factor structure of the trans-

lated version corresponds to the original version and includes the following sec-

tions: "Internalization" and "Symbolization". The stability of the factor structure of 

the questionnaire was confirmed in a sample of young people (N=303, cf. age 19, 

SD = 2.03; 144 of them were girls). With the help of the questionnaire "Justice-

Care" (V.S.Molchanov) and the scale of self-respect (M.Rosenberg) conducted an 

assessment of the constructive and disqualified validity (respectively). The results 

obtained are consistent with the results of the authors of the original version and 

serve as confirmation of the difference between the construct of moral identity from 

those constructs with which discriminant and constructive validity was checked. 

The analysis of retest reliability (N=80) revealed modest but significant correla-

tions, which is consistent with the position of the authors of the original version 

about the instability and situativeness of moral identity. Additional studies of con-

structive validity using aggression questionnaires (BRAQ-24), Conscientiousness 

and Cooperation scales ("NEO-FFI"), tolerance scales as traits (G.U.Soldatova et 

al.) on the sample (N=158) revealed positive correlations of scales with the traits of 

the Big Five and negative associations with aggression. Hypotheses are formulated 

for further research, according to which the stability of moral identity in different 

contexts can be determined by the traits of the Big Five and tolerance. According 
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to the results of the adaptation, the translated version of the questionnaire can be 

used for research purposes and in assessing, monitoring and correcting the moral 

and psychological state of older adolescents and young people. 

Keywords: morality, moral identity, traits of the Big Five, aggression, tolerance 
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Актуальность исследования определяется активизацией асоциальной креа-

тивности и последствиями ее реализации в поведении в виде информацион-

ных войн, мошенничества и терроризма на фоне проведения специальной во-

енной операции в Украине. В условиях угрожающего социально-политиче-

ского контекста важна роль морали как регулятора поведения. Зарубежные 

исследования показывают, что связь морали и поведения не однозначна, а ре-

зультаты исследований противоречат друг другу. Во многом такие расхожде-

ния связаны с использованием инструментов, не пригодных для выявления 

связи морали с поведением. В статье представлены результаты адаптации 

русскоязычной версии опросника «Моральная идентичность» (K. Aquino, A. 

Reed). Достоинством данного опросника является то, что авторы с помощью 

него показали связь важности для человека моральной идентичности и мо-
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рального поведения в обыденной жизни. Двухфакторная структура перевод-

ной версии соответствует оригинальной версии и включает  шкалы: «Интер-

нализация» и «Символизация». Устойчивость факторной структуры опрос-

ника подтверждена на выборке молодежи (N=303, ср.возраст 19, SD = 2.03; из 

них 144 девушек). С помощью опросника «Справедливость-Забота» 

(В.С.Молчанов) и шкала самоуважения (М.Розенберг) проведена оценка кон-

структной и дискриминантной валидности (соответственно). Полученные ре-

зультаты согласуются с результатами авторов оригинальной версии и служат 

подтверждением отличия конструкта моральной идентичности от тех кон-

структов, с помощью которых проверялась дискриминантная и конструктная 

валидность. Анализ ретестовой надежности (N=80) выявил скромные, но зна-

чимые корреляции, что согласуется с положением авторов оригинальной вер-

сии о нестабильности и ситуативности моральной идентичности. Дополни-

тельные исследования конвергентной валидности с помощью опросников 

агрессии (BRAQ-24), шкал Добросовестность и Сотрудничество («NEO-

FFI»), шкалы толерантности как черты (Г.У.Солдатова и др.) на выборке 

(N=158) выявили положительные корреляции шкал с чертами Большой пя-

терки и отрицательные связи с агрессией. Сформулированы гипотезы для 

дальнейшего исследования, согласно которым стабильность моральной иден-

тичности в разных контекстах может определяться чертами Большой пятерки 

и толерантности. По результатам адаптации переводную версию опросника 

можно использовать в исследовательских целях и при оценке, мониторинге и 

коррекции морально-психологического состояния старших подростков и мо-

лодежи. 

Ключевые слова: мораль, моральная идентичность, черты Большой пятерки, 

агрессия, толерантность 
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Introduction 

The regulatory role of morality in behavior becomes critical under conditions of uncertainty 

and a threatening socio-political context. Observations of real life in the conditions of the special 

operation in Ukraine show that it is in such conditions that asocial creativity, i.e. information wars, 

fraud and terrorist acts, which are always based on the intention to cause moral or physical harm 

to the enemy in new and original ways, has become more active. It becomes evident that morality 

neither in the generation of ideas nor in behavior that causes harm, at the level of world powers, 

does not exert its regulatory role, especially when it concerns the enemy. Meanwhile, how this 
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kind of socio-political context affects the morality and creativity of ordinary people remains to be 

seen, as does whether it will affect interpersonal interaction with representatives of the parties 

involved in the conflict. Within the working scheme of the dynamic model of creativity (see [5]), 

an important place is given to moral identity. According to this scheme, context (socio-political 

conditions) influences both creativity and moral identity, which, in turn, also regulates creative 

behavior [5]. 

The question of the relationship between creativity and morality remains open, as the data ob-

tained in the studies is extremely contradictory: some studies found a positive relationship, while 

others found a negative one [22]. The ambiguity of the results can be explained by the variety of 

tools used to diagnose morality: social dilemmas; moral judgments; Dark Triad traits, question-

naires of ethics, values, prosocial motivation, etc. [22]. Thus, in studies that have found positive 

correlations between creativity and morality, the latter was measured using the difference in the 

distribution of moral and immoral personality traits with respect to the subject and others [17] or 

with the effectiveness of ethical decision-making [9]. Negative correlations with morality have 

been exemplified by research on the association of creative personality with dishonest, i.e., im-

moral behavior [23]. A negative relationship between creativity and morality has also been shown, 

explained by the activation of unethical traits and the presence of unethical judgments [18]. Re-

garding the relationship with antisocial creativity, it has been shown that negative moral traits are 

manifested in high malicious creativity in divergent thinking tasks [15; 16]. In a pilot study, it was 

shown that higher levels of moral identity were combined with the generation of negative solutions 

in tasks with positive valency and the regulatory role of moral identity in situations with negative 

connotations (revenge for pouring compote) was revealed [7]. Despite the number of diagnostic 

tools available, there is clearly insufficient research to conclude what role morality plays in the 

implementation of creative harmful creative decisions in behaviors that harm others. Moreover, 

the results of the connection between moral consciousness and behavior are also ambiguous, and 

there are almost no studies on this topic in the last few years [12].  In addition, Russian science is 

lagging behind in the development of tools for diagnosing morality and moral consciousness, there 

are no standardized methods, there is no data on the reliability and validity of tests [11], and the 

available tests are labor- and resource-intensive. 

Although in foreign psychology there is the opinion that morality and negative ideation are in 

no way interrelated [21], in our research we paid attention to the fact that some respondents, of 

different ages, refused in the tasks on antisocial creativity to come up with original ways of revenge 

for damage to property [4; 6], explaining that revenge is not acceptable. We assumed that moral 

identity can regulate such behavior and in a pilot study [7] we obtained confirmation of this, albeit 

on a small sample of adolescents and psychology students. During the course of studying the in-

fluence of socio-political context on antisocial creativity (see [5]), we needed a methodology that 

diagnoses moral behavior, and we settled on the moral identity questionnaire. 
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The purpose of this article is to present the results of the adaptation of the moral identity ques-

tionnaire developed by C. Aquino and A. Reed on a Russian sample. The questionnaire was chosen 

for several reasons. 

The Characteristic of Moral Identity and the Questionnaire for its Diagnosis 

In creating the questionnaire to diagnose moral identity, K. Aquino and A. Reed proceeded 

from several assumptions: 1. An individual has the ability to identify with others on a variety of 

variables, and, accordingly, that an individual's self-concept can be organized around moral char-

acteristics. 2. Moral identity is based on character traits, yet it may have a social referent in the 

form of a real social group. 3. Individuals with a strong moral identity should strive to maintain 

consistency between their ideas of their moral self and their actions in the world. 4. To measure 

moral identity, it is important to activate a subset of moral traits related to those moral traits that 

are important to a particular person's self-concept. 5. Moral identity may be stable over time, but 

it is not a personal characteristic, and like other types of social identity can be activated by the 

influence of the situation. Nevertheless, the higher a person's moral identity, the more likely it is 

to manifest itself in a wide range of situations and the stronger is its connection to moral percep-

tions and moral behavior. 6. Moral identity is distinct from moral judgments. The motivational 

factor for its connection to behavior is that a person views certain moral qualities as essential to 

his or her self-concept [14]. Regarding the latter assumption, in the studies of S. Reynolds and T. 

Ceranic it was shown that moral identity and moral judgment influenced moral behavior inde-

pendently of each other. Moreover, in situations of low social consensus about moral behavior, 

moral judgment and moral identity interacted to elicit moral behavior. This interaction effect con-

firmed the motivational power of moral and moral identity [20]. 

The authors of the moral identity questionnaire first conducted research based on implicit con-

cepts of moral personality, which allowed them to identify a set of personality traits that are con-

sidered fundamental to highly moral persons [3], resulting in the selection of 9 characteristics. The 

instructions ask you to first imagine in your mind a person who possesses these characteristics 

(caring; compassionate; fair; friendly; generous; helpful; hardworking; honest; kind1) and then 

offer statements to agree with on a 7-point scale. There are 10 statements in the questionnaire (the 

4th and 7th statements are reversed), each scale includes 5 statements. The moral identity question-

naire consists of two scales: Internalization and Symbolization. The first scale diagnoses how im-

portant these qualities are to the respondent, whether he/she would like to possess them, and so 

on. The second scale shows to what extent these qualities are manifested in helping behavior - in 

volunteering. The original English version of the questionnaire showed high reliability and valid-

ity: Cronbach's alpha = 0.73 for the Internalization scale and = 0.82 for the Symbolization scale. 

Confirmatory analysis confirmed the theoretical model of the questionnaire authors: chi-square 

                                                           
1 The presented list of characteristics is consistent with the implicit representations of the Russian sample about de-

cency as a moral characteristic of a person, obtained in the study by M.I. Volovikova and A.L. Zhuravlev [1]. 
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(43, N = 347) = 205.96, p < 0.001, RMSR = 0.04, GFI = 0.87, CFI = 0.87, NFI = 0.84 [14]. 

It is worth mentioning the features of the validation of the original version of the questionnaire: 

nomological validity was tested with the help of the scale of propensity to approve the use of 

socially disapproved behavior to achieve goals; the scale of religiosity; the scale of sympathy for 

helping those in need; the scale of revenge for harm done; Rest's defining issues test. Discriminant 

validity was tested with the Rosenberg self-esteem scale; locus of control; social anxiety: there 

were no correlations of the original version of the questionnaire with these variables. Test-retest 

reliability, for the Internalization and Symbolization scales were 0.49 and 0.71, respectively, in the 

time interval from 4 to 6 weeks (N=148). All the validation activities conducted on the question-

naire led the authors to conclude that moral identity is different from all the measured constructs, 

not stable over time due to being influenced by situations or personality traits. The strength of this 

questionnaire is that the authors used it to show the relationship between the importance of moral 

identity and moral behavior: the measurement instrument was shown to be internally consistent, 

stable in its basic factor structure, constructively valid, and predictive of psychological and behav-

ioral outcomes [14]. 

Methodology and Methods   

In our study on the adaptation of the moral identity questionnaire, 303 respondents (mean age 

19, SD = 2.03; 144 of them were girls) took part in the questionnaire and were given forms with 

instructions and a form for answering the questions of the method. Some respondents (134) com-

pleted the questionnaire online. After 6 weeks, 80 people completed the retest of the moral identity 

questionnaire and the questionnaires "Justice-Care" [8] and self-esteem (M. Rosenberg) to check 

discriminant and construct validity, according to the validation of the original version of the ques-

tionnaire [14]. Based on the fact that "the maximum correspondence between moral judgment and 

behavior is observed in people at the end of the second and third levels of moral development" [2, 

P.62-63], we assume to reveal correlations of moral identity with the conventional and postcon-

ventional level of moral development according to L.Kohlberg and with such stages of moral de-

velopment according to K.Gilligan and N.Eisenberg as self-sacrifice and self-respect (according 

to the questionnaire of V.S.Molchanov [8]). We also assumed, following the authors of the original 

version of the questionnaire, that the self-esteem scale (Rosenberg) should not correlate with moral 

identity, as these are different constructs [14] 

The questionnaire was first translated into Russian and then into English via Yandex-transla-

tor. No differences were found between the English translation and the original English version of 

the questionnaire. 

Also, in addition, to check convergent validity, 158 people completed the scales of Coopera-

tion and Integrity ("NEO-FFI" - a shortened version of the questionnaire "NEO PI-R" by P. Costa 

and R. Makrae, adapted by V. Orl, I. Senin. Eagle, I. Senin), the "Tolerance Index" questionnaire 

(G. Soldatova et al.); BRAQ-24 (A. Bass and M. Perry adapted by S. Enikolopov, N. Tsybulsky). 

Here we assumed that helping behavior will be negatively related to aggression and positively to 
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cooperation, and the internalization of moral traits will be positively related to tolerance and neg-

atively to hostility. 

 Statistical processing was performed in the program jamovi 2.3.24 using descriptive statistics, 

correlation, confirmatory factor analysis, reliability analysis using Cronbach's alpha and McDon-

ald’s ω, and parametric comparisons using Student's T-test. Since the questionnaire already has a 

known structure, we refused to conduct exploratory analysis. 

 

Results of the study and their discussion 

Descriptive statistics of the whole sample and by gender are presented in Table 1. 

Table 1. 

 

Descriptive statistics of moral identity questionnaire scales of the whole sample 

(N=303) 

Scales 

of the 

ques-

tion-

naire 

Mean Median SD SE Minimum Maximum Asymmetry SE Kurtosis SE 

Inter-

naliza-

tion 

27.0 29 0.391 6.81 5 

35 -1.13 0.14 0.813 0.279 

Sym-

boliza-

tion 

20.2 21 0.383 6.67 5 

35 -0.141 0.14 -0.352 0.279 

 

The assessment of the normality of the distribution of scales was carried out on the basis of 

asymmetry and kurtosis. The Internalization scale has a non-normal distribution as the asymmetry 

value is greater than the critical value of ±0.230 for a sample of 300 people, the Symbolization 

scale has a normal distribution with the kurtosis values of both scales within the critical values of 

±0.818. 

Retest reliability 

According to the data obtained, the Spearman test-retest correlations of the moral identity ques-

tionnaire scales are significant, although not too high: for the Internalization scale rho = 0.405, 

p<0.001; for the Symbolization scale rho = 0.438, p < 0 .001. Here we can cite the values obtained 

by the authors of the original version, which were 0.49 and 0.71 for the Internalization and Sym-

bolization scales, respectively. The authors explained that such values confirm that moral identity 

is not a stable trait and should not be considered stable. It can be activated depending on the situ-

ation and different contexts. Its degree of stability in different situations may be determined by the 

presence of comparable or equivalent stimuli that activate it or by personality traits (Aquino, Reed, 

2002). Thus, the results obtained indicate an acceptable level of reliability of the Russian version 
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of the questionnaire. Further areas of research may include identifying how a particular context 

influences the level of moral identity. 

Assessment of the level of factor loadings of the questionnaire scales 

The factor loadings were analyzed according to the distribution of statements on scales in 

the original version of the questionnaire. Table 2 presents the distribution of the questionnaire 

items by scales and the results of calculating the factor loadings of the questionnaire.  

Table 2. 

Factor loadings of the moral identity questionnaire (N=303) 

Factor Assertion Weight SE Z p Standartized 

assessment 
1 1. Мне было бы приятно быть чело-

веком, который обладает этими ха-

рактеристиками 

1.196 0.0839 14.25 < .001 0.764 

 2. Быть кем-то, кто обладает этими 

характеристиками, является важ-

ной частью меня 

1.246 0.0871 14.30 < .001 0.761 

 4. Мне было бы стыдно быть чело-

веком, который имел бы эти харак-

теристики* 

-0.804 0.1328 -6.06 < .001 -0.362 

 7. Наличие этих характеристик не 

очень важно для меня* 
-0.871 0.1128 -7.72 < .001 -0.451 

 10. Я очень хочу иметь эти харак-

теристики 
1.366 0.0795 17.19 < .001 0.872 

2 3. Я часто ношу одежду, которая 

идентифицирует меня как облада-

теля этих характеристик 
1.168 0.0827 14.12 < .001 0.738 

 5. Мои занятия в свободное время 

(например, хобби) четко опреде-

ляют меня как обладающего этими 

характеристиками 

1.281 0.0849 15.08 < .001 0.772 

 6. Те книги и журналы, которые я 

читаю, идентифицируют меня с та-

кими характеристиками 
1.295 0.0869 14.90 < .001 0.766 

 8. Тот факт, что я обладаю этими 

характеристиками, транслируется 

другим людям благодаря моему 

членству в определенных органи-

зациях 

1.103 0.0927 11.90 < .001 0.649 

 9. Я активно участвую в мероприя-

тиях, которые сообщают другим, 

что у меня есть эти характеристики 
1.267 0.0988 12.83 < .001 0.689 

Notation: * - reverse questions 

Table 2 shows that the factor loadings are different from zero and all are significant. At the 

same time, items 4 and 7 of scale 1 (Internalization) have negative loadings, though small but 

significant. The reason for this is that they fall in the methodological factor due to their suscepti-

bility to common effects due to the reverse direction of the wording. 



 
Ениколопов С.Н., Бочкова М.Н., Мешкова Н.В., 

Мешков И.А. 

Адаптация опросника моральной идентичности на 

российской выборке 

Психолого-педагогические исследования. 2023. 

Том 15. № 3. С. 115–134. 

Enikolopov S.N., Bochkova M.N., Meshkova N.V., 

Meshkov I.A.  

Adaptation of the Moral Identity Questionnaire on the 

Russian Sample  

Psychological-Educational Studies. 2023.  

Vol. 15, no. 3, pp. 115–134. 

 
 

123 

As for the factor covariances of the questionnaire scales, based on the results obtained, accord-

ing to which the standard score=0.780, p < 0.001, SE=0.0346, Z=22.5, we can talk about a good 

relationship between the questionnaire scales. 

Verifying the validity of the questionnaire 

The results obtained, when each scale was analyzed separately, were tested using Confirmatory 

Factor Analysis (CFA), which allows to analyze all the data of the questionnaire in the aggregate. 

When the original author's theoretical model M1 of the questionnaire was verified by confirm-

atory analysis, the following consistency indices were obtained: χ² =283 with df=34, p<0.001; 

CFI=0.838; SRMR=0.074; RMSEA=0.156 (90% CI 0.139 lower and 0.173 upper), which indicate 

that the model is not fully consistent. Based on the analysis of the modification indices, we added 

the error covariances of statements 4 and 7 of the first factor and obtained the M2 model with the 

following fit indices: CFI=0.932; SRMR=0.0452; RMSEA=0.103 (90% CI 0.0852 lower and 

0.121 upper); χ² =138 with df=33, p<0.001. To improve the model, we added the error covariances 

of statements 1 and 2 of the first factor. As a result of the improvements, the M3 model was ob-

tained and confirmatory analysis showed a good fit of the theoretical two-factor M3 model to the 

original version of the questionnaire: CFI=0. 947; SRMR=0.0396; RMSEA=0.091; 90% CI 0.0737 

lower and 0.110 upper); χ² =113 with df=32, p<0.001. For comparison, we performed confirmatory 

analysis of the single-factor model, but the model deteriorated: CFI=0.732; TLI=0.655; 

SRMR=0.0987; RMSEA=0.201. Thus, we adopt the M3 model (see Fig. 1). 

 
Figure 1. Confirmatory factor analysis model of the moral identity questionnaire 
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Notation: F1 - the first factor, "Internalization" scale, F2 - the second factor, "Symboliza-

tion" scale; 1-10 - figures represent items of the questionnaire statements 

 

Checking the reliability of the questionnaire 

The results of Cronbach's α and McDonald's ω of the questionnaire statements, scales and 

the entire questionnaire are presented in Table 3. 

Table 3. 

Cronbach's α and McDonald's ω of the questionnaire statements, scales and the 

whole moral identity questionnaire (N=303) 

Statements/ 

Scales/ Entire 

questionnare 

Mean SD Cronbach’s 

α 

McDonald’s  

ω 

Element-remainder 

correlation 

1 5.85 1.57 0.757 0.766 0.670 

2 5.32 1.64 0.767 0.775 0.628 

4*(reverse 

question) 
5.45 2.22 0.810 0.837 0.524 

7*(reverse 

question) 
4.97 1.93 0.773 0.826 0.605 

10 5.37 1.57 0.768 0.781 0.631 

Internalization  5.39 1.36 0.811 0.830 - 

3 3.81 1.59 0.811 0.812 0.673 

5 4.35 1.66 0.806 0.808 0.687 

6 4.21 1.69 0.811 0.812 0.670 

8 3.93 1.70 0.828 0.832 0.605 

9 3.94 1.84 0.819 0.823 0.642 

Symbolization 4.05 1.34 0.846 0.848 - 

Entire 

questionnare 

4.72 1.19 0.868 0.881 - 
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According to the obtained results of reliability analysis, the Cronbach's α coefficient of the 

questionnaire items is above 0.7 and that of the scales is above 0.8, which is within the reasonable 

range of Cronbach's α for personality test-questionnaires (Shmelev, 2013), and shows that all the 

scales of the questionnaire are reliable and the items perform well on the scales. McDonald's av-

eraged total ω also has high consistency values: for the scales 0.88. The Internalization scale had 

the lowest consistency (α = 0.811; ω = 0.830). The Symbolization scale had higher consistency (α 

= 0.846; ω = 0.848). The whole questionnaire had acceptable consistency (α = 0.868; ω = 0.881). 

Testing the discriminant and convergent validity of the questionnaire 

Having investigated the factor structure of the questionnaire, we analyzed its convergent 

and discriminant validity. The results of the analysis are presented in Table 4. 

Table 4. 

Correlation matrix of the retest of moral identity scales with the self-esteem test 

(M.Rosenberg) and the Justice-Care questionnaire (S.Molchanov) (N=80). 
Variables SDI SCS ZOS ZPR ZPU SelfEstRosen 

Retest 

Internalization  - 
0.294** 

 - 
0.224* 0.337** 

0.241* 

Retest 

Symbolization 
0.320** 0.270* 0.254* 0.232* 0.331** 

- 

Notation: * - p < 0 .05; **- p < 0 .01; SDI - instrumental exchange "you-to-me, I-to-you" (pre-conventional 

level of moral development according to L. Kohlberg; SCS - social law and order (conventional level according to L. 

Kohlberg); ZOS - orientation toward one’s self and self-interest (self-care - stage of moral development in C. Gilligan 

and N. Eisenberg); ZPR - reflexive empathic orientation (self-sacrifice - the stage of moral development in K. Gilligan 

and N. Eisenberg); ZPU - consideration of internalized values, protection of the rights of others (self-sacrifice - the 

stage of moral development in K. Gilligan and N. Eisenberg). 

We assumed that moral identity will be positively correlated with the conventional and post-

conventional level of moral development according to L.Kohlberg and with such stages of moral 

development according to K.Gilligan and N.Eisenberg as self-sacrifice and self-resteem (accord-

ing to V.S.Molchanov's questionnaire). The “Justice-Care” questionnaire consists of two scales 

named after the name of the questionnaire. The "Justice" scale includes statements on the basis of 

agreement with which it is possible to judge on what level of moral development according to L. 

Kohlberg the respondent is at. The "Care" scale includes statements corresponding to the stages of 

moral development according to K. Gilligan and N. Eisenberg [8]. According to the obtained re-

sults, both scales of the moral identity questionnaire are significantly positively correlated accord-

ing to Spearman, although moderately, with the second level of moral development according to 

L. Kohlberg and the second stage of moral development according to K. Gilligan and N. Eisenberg, 

i.e. the significance of possessing the qualities of a moral person is consistent with the beliefs that 

justice is where all people obey the law and norms accepted by society and the majority, with the 

orientation to law and order; with empathy, understanding, sympathy, compassion for others, even, 

in the case of disagreements, with the attitudes of helping those in need, disregarding their own 

benefit [8]. 

Spearman correlation analysis showed modest correlations with Rosenberg's self-esteem of the 

Internalization scale and no correlation with the Symbolization scale. It should be noted that in the 
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original version of the questionnaire, the Internalization scale was positively correlated with moral 

judgement and not correlated with self-esteem, while the Symbolization scale, on the other hand, 

was not correlated with moral judgement but was positively correlated with self-esteem. The cor-

relation coefficients were low but significant. According to the authors of the questionnaire, the 

results obtained provide an argument in support of their assumptions that moral identity is distinct 

from all the constructs used in the study [14]. The results we obtained are consistent with the 

opinion of the authors of the questionnaire. 

Next, we tested our hypotheses that the Symbolization scale would be negatively related to 

aggression and positively related to cooperation, and that the Internalization scale would be posi-

tively related to tolerance and negatively related to hostility. The results of the additional conver-

gent validity test are presented in Table 5.  

Table 5. 

Correlation Matrix of Convergent Validity (N=158) 

Scales/Variables Tolerance as a 

trait 

Cooperation Integrity Agression Hostility 

Internalization 0.388*** 0.363*** 0.400*** -0.209* -0.196* 

Symbolization - 0.191* 0.395*** -0.190* - 

Notation: * p < .05, *** p < .001 

Significant correlations of the Internalization scale with personality traits were revealed: Tol-

erance as a trait, Cooperation, Integrity, as well as negative correlations with Aggression and Hos-

tility. The Symbolization scale is significantly, though moderately, positively correlated with Co-

operation and Integrity and negatively with Aggression.  

To explain these results, let us turn to the scales of the used questionnaires. In the moral identity 

questionnaire, the Internalization scale diagnoses how important for respondents such qualities 

characteristic of a moral person as caring; compassionate; fair; friendly; generous; helpful; hard-

working; honest; kind are and whether they want to possess them; the Symbolization scale shows 

to what extent these qualities are manifested in helping behavior - in volunteering. Tolerance as a 

personality trait is formed as a set of personality traits, attitudes and beliefs that largely determine 

a person's attitude to the surrounding world, i.e. not to take revenge, not to respond with rudeness 

to rudeness, to be tolerant to other people [10], which is combined with such characteristics of a 

moral person as compassionate, friendly, helping, kind. High scores on the Cooperation scale char-

acterize responsiveness, friendliness, sensitivity and softheartedness, the ability to help others; at 

the opposite pole are people indifferent to the suffering of others, self-centered and thinking only 

of their own good [9]. Cooperation is a personality trait responsible for prosocial behavior and 

behavior that benefits others, reflecting the essential characteristics not only of a prosocial indi-

vidual, but also of a moral one. The scores of the Integrity variable are high in those who are 
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motivated, disciplined, productive and responsible [9], which is also reflected in such characteris-

tics of a moral person as fair and hardworking. It is easy to see that for respondents for whom it is 

important to possess the qualities of a moral person, and morality is a significant component for 

their self-identification [14], high values of moral identity are combined with such personality 

traits as Tolerance, Cooperation, and Integrity. 

The obtained results confirm the hypotheses put forward. Clarifying the assumptions of the 

authors of the original version of the questionnaire about what personality traits can contribute to 

the stability of moral identity, in our opinion, they may be tolerance, cooperation and integrity. It 

can be hypothesized that a high moral identity, combined with reliability, responsibility, tolerance, 

empathy for others, and a desire for cooperation, is stable and can be manifested in all situations 

and contexts. Testing this hypothesis will be the focus of our future research.  

Gender differences 

Gender differences in moral identity are presented in Figures 1 and 2. Using Welch's T-crite-

rion, differences were revealed: the male part of the sample has a higher level of Internalization 

compared to the female part of the sample: t(268)=-2.590, p=0.01, d = -0.300 (by Mann-Whitney, 

U=9876, p=0.039, r=0.13). Descriptive statistics are presented in Table 6. This fact means that for 

young men it is more significant to possess the qualities of a moral person, for their self-identifi-

cation morality is more important than for women. Within the framework of social identity theory, 

moral identity is one of the possible components of a person's social self-schema [14]. On this 

basis, another component of social identity may be more significant for young women. It is char-

acteristic that on the Symbolization scale there are no differences by gender and young women do 

not differ from men in terms of helping others in the form of volunteering. The results are presented 

in Fig. 2 and 3. 

  

Fig. 2. Differences in the mean of the inter-

nalization scale in young men and women 

Fig.3. Differences in the mean of the symboliza-

tion scale in young men and women 

Tab. 6  
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Descriptive statistics of the scales of the moral identity questionnaire in the male and 

female part of the sample 

Scales of the 

questionnare 

Mean Median SD Standard 

error  

Minimum Maximum 

Internalization (w-

N=144) 
25.9 28.0 0.634 7.60 5 35 

Internalization (m -

N=159) 
27.9 29 0.465 5.86 9 35 

Symbolization (w -

N=144) 
20.2 21.0 0.587 7.04 5 35 

Symbolization (m -

N=159) 
20.2 21 0.503 6.34 5 33 

 

Findings and Conclusion 

 The results of the conducted psychometric analysis confirm the suitability of the adapted Rus-

sian version of the Moral Identity Questionnaire. The advantage of the questionnaire is its com-

pactness and low labor intensity in comparison with existing methods of diagnostics of moral 

judgments. The identified two-factor structure of the adapted version corresponds to the theoretical 

provisions of the original version of the questionnaire and includes the scales "Internalization" and 

"Symbolization". 

An important result of the study is the discovered relationship between the components of the 

moral identity questionnaire and such traits of the Big Five as Integrity and Cooperation, as well 

as Aggression. According to the authors of the original version of the questionnaire, moral identity 

is not stable and is subject to activation depending on the situation in which the subject finds 

himself. Its stability is determined by personality traits [14]. We can hypothesize that the stability 

of moral identity may be mediated by traits such as tolerance, integrity, and cooperation. Subse-

quent work may seek to investigate the relationship of personality traits and moral identity in dif-

ferent socio-political settings, and with malevolent creativity.  

According to the results of the study, we came to the following conclusions: confirmatory anal-

ysis confirmed the two-factor model of the original questionnaire; the reliability of the question-

naire is high; convergent validity is confirmed; the retest is modest, but only confirms the assump-

tions of the authors of the questionnaire about the situational nature of moral identity. According 

to the already available results, we can say that the questionnaire can be used for research purposes, 

as well as in the assessment, monitoring and correction of the moral and psychological state of 

older adolescents and young people. 
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