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Development of Higher Mental Processes
in Urban and Rural Children

V.M. Polyakov
Xh.w. in Xsychology, senior researcher, heaq ox the jaboratory ox ^europsychosomatic Xathology in Chilqren,

_esearch Znstitute ox Xeqiatrics anq Human _eproquction

{he article presents results ox a neuropsychological stuqy ox chilq populations. _epresentative sample con�
sisteq ox 55O3 chilqren ageq ?�11 years, living in qixxerent to|ns anq rural areas. {he stuqy xocuseq on qevel�
opmental xeatures ox xunctional brain asymmetry anq higher mental processes anq their qepenqence on the
chilqUs place ox resiqence. Zt sho|s that the urban anq rural populations qixxer in the qegree ox xunctional lat�
eralisation, in the qevelopment ox movements anq actions, speech, anq visuospatial processes. {herexore each
population has its o|n qevelopmental norms. Zn the ontogenetic stage e�ploreq in the stuqy the right hemi�
sphere |as qevelopeq better in the rural population, |hereas xunctional systems ox the lext hemisphere qevel�
opeq �uicker in the urban population. {his results in the specixicity ox chilqren�s cognitive activity, aqaptation
to social xactors anq school equcation, anq mental qisorqers.

Key words: chilq populations, urban anq rural chilqren, xunctional brain asymmetry, mental processes,
neuropsychological proxile ox population.


